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Summer Sunset Series Highlights 
Local Music, Art, Alumni in Oxford
Each Sunday in June, members of the 

Lafayette-Oxford-University family can 
gather in The Grove for a night of music and culture as 
the annual Summer Sunset Series returns to the Uni-
versity of Mississippi.

The free concert series will kick 
off at 6 pm June 4, and each 
Sunday includes blues, Southern 
rock, and vintage indie rock, along 
with an alumni showcase.

“The Arts Council is proud to 
work with community cultural part-
ners to organize this summer series, 
which brings families together in 
one of our most beautiful places to 
highlight music of the region,” said 
Wayne Andrews, executive director 
of the Yoknaptawpha Arts 
Council. 

Cincinnati-born artist Rachel 
Maxann, who describes her music 
as Memphis-influenced “vintage 
indie-rock and post-modern folklore,” will take the stage 
on June 4 for the first concert. Yoknapatawpha Arts 
Council members can also partake in art activities for 
children and refreshments provided by event sponsor 
Farm Bureau.

On June 11, the Center for the Study 
of Southern Culture has organized an 

alumni showcase in honor of Ted Ownby, author and 
UM William Winter Professor of History, who is 
retiring at the end of June. Southern studies alumni Tyler 

Keith, Kell Kellum, and Bryan Ledford 
will perform during the showcase.

Ownby will give a free lecture at 3 pm in 
Barnard Observatory before the concert.

The Perry Family, featuring Bill Perry 
and Shy Perry, children of legendary blues 
artist Bill “Howl-N-Madd” Perry, will 
grace the Summer Sunset Stage on June 18, 
when they will honor their father on 
Father’s Day.

The final artists to take the stage will be 
Keith Collins and Richie Burnette in their 
‘60s cover band The Fabulous Doo Vays. 
Collins and Ritchie are staples of the north 
Mississippi music scene and have been play-
ing in and around Oxford for more than 
50 years.

The Summer Sunset Series is sponsored by the 
Yoknapatawpha Arts Council, Visit Oxford, Univer-
sity of Mississippi Museum, Center for the Study of 
Southern Culture, Gertrude C. Ford Center for Per-
forming Arts, Oxford Toyota, and Belk Ford.  

Free concert series includes Mississippi musicians
by Clara Turnage

Rachel Maxan photo by Latanya Foster



Ajax Diner
Mon–Thu: Lunch: 11 
am–2:30 pm; Dinner: 4:30–9 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–9 pm

The Annex
Mon–Fri: open at 5 pm
Sat: open at 11 am
Tue: Honky Tonk Tuesday
Wed: Flip Night
Fri & Sat: DJ ULTRA

Big Bad 
Breakfast
Mon, Wed–Fri:
7:30 am–1 pm
Sat–Sun: 8 am–2:30 pm
Closed Tue
Early Bird Special: 
Wed–Thur 7–9 am: 25% off

Boure
Mon–Thu: 11 am–10 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–10:30 pm
Bar: Mon–Wed 4 pm–midnight; 
Thu–Fri 4 pm–1 am; Sat noon–1 am

Bremma’s 
Confections
Tue–Fri: noon–5 pm
Sat: 10 am–2 pm

Fergndan’s
Mon–Sat: 10:30 am–8 pm
BYOB Delivery: Fetcht 

City Grocery
Tue–Sat:  
Lunch: 11:30 am–2:30 pm
Dinner 6–10 pm
City Grocery Bar
Mon–Sat: 4 pm–till
Happy Hour 4–6 pm:
M–F $1 off all drinks

Funkys
Mon–Thur: 2 pm–1 am 
Fri: noon–1 am
Sat: 11 am–1 am
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Delivery: Fetcht. 
Mon: $5 Octanes 
Tue: $5 Grape Gatorade 
Wed: LADIES’ NIGHT:  
$5 Skinny Bitches
Thur: $3 domestics

The Growler
Mon–Thur: 11 am–9 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–10 pm
Sunday: 11 am–6 pm 

The Library
Mon–Fri: 3 pm–1 am
Sat: 11 am–1 am. 
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Happy Hour 3–7 pm 
Mon–Fri $1 off all drinks

Moe’s BBQ
Mon–Sun: 11 am–10 pm
Delivery: Fetcht. 
Penny Bar open 3 pm
Happy Hour 3–6 pm: 
Mon–Fri $1 off bar, $2 off snacks

OPA!
Tue–Thur + Sun:
11 am–9 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–10 pm
Delivery: Fetcht. 
Tues & Thurs:  
1/2-off Lemonadas ALL DAY
Happy Hour 3–6 pm M–F  

Rafters
Mon–Fri: 5 pm–1 am 
Sat: 2 pm–1 am 
Fri & Sat: DJ DRUMM
Sunday Brunch: 
10:45 am–3 pm; LIVE MUSIC +  
$2 Mimosas

Rafters on the 
Water
Wed–Thu: 5–10 pm
Fri: 3–10 pm
Sat: 11 am–10 pm
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK

Saint Leo
Wed–Sun: 
Lunch 11 am–3 pm, Bar & Pizza 
3–5 pm, Dinner 5–10 pm
(9 pm Sundays) 
Brunch Sat & 
Sun: 10:30 am–3 pm
Happy Hour  
Wed–Sun 3–5 
pm: $10 Pizzas, 
Bubbles + Fries,  
$6 Wine & Cocktails 

Rooster’s
Mon–Fri: 3 pm–1 am
Sat: noon–1 am
KITCHEN OPENS AT 4 
NO COVER ALL SUMMER
Daily: Half-off ANY menu item 

w/ drink purchase
Mon: DJ WADE; $4 Pitchers, 

$1 Rooster Shots, $4 Domestics
Tue:OPEN MIC NIGHT; 2-for-1
Wed: KARAOKE; $4 Vodka & 

Whiskey, $5 Domestics
Thur: LADIES NIGHT $1 

Lemon Drop, $3 Well Vodka, 
$10 Pink Rooster

Snackbar
Tue–Thu: 4–10 pm
Fri–Sat: 4–10:30 pm
Happy Hour 4–5 pm: 
$2 Domestics, $4 Drafts,  
$6 Select Wines,  
$8 Select Classic Cocktails, 
Small Plate & Oyster specials

SoLa
Wed–Thur: 5–9 pm,  
Fri–Sat: 5–10 pm; Brunch 
Sun: 11 am–2 pm
Delivery: Fetcht 
Happy Hour 5–7 pm
$5 fresh Margaritas
Wed: Spaghetti Night
Thurs: Ramen & $5 Rosé

Tallahatchie 
Gourmet
Mon–Wed: 11 am–2:30 pm
Thurs–Fri: 11 am–9 pm,  
Brunch Sat & Sun  
11:30 am–3 pm
Delivery: Fetcht. 

Uno Mas
Mon–Sat: 11 am–10 pm; 
Thur–Sat: Late Nite Menu; 
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Delivery, order online
Happy Hour 3–6 pm: 
Mon–Fri: $2 tacos; 5 house 
Margaritas ($20 pitchers); 2-for-1 
domestics; 1/2-off apetizers
Taco Tuesday: HAPPY 
HOUR ALL DAY
Service Industry Sunday: 
20% off food for service industry 
workers

Volta Taverna 
Mon–Thu: 11:30 am–9:30 pm;
Fri–Sat: 11:30 am–10 pm;
Happy Hour 4–7 pm:
  $1 off all drinks 
Mon, Thur, Sat:  
1/2-price Margaritas & 
Mojitos  

© 2023 Rayburn Publishing, Oxford, Mississippi. 
All rights reserved. For inclusion call 662-832-3574

www.FetchtDelivery.com
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“I still drive by that place and just look at it 
remembering a line of kids all the way down the 
walk, all the skating parties, and yes, the first 
time holding hands with a girl. Good times 
indeed. I hope George Lynch knows how big a 
deal all that was for those kids of the 1980s.” 

—Ben Couey

“Many of us Skateland veterans are pictured 
here. Fun times skating in the 4th of July Parade, 
with, Bo Ragon, Randy Byrd, Douglas McClur-
kin, Edward Smith, Phyllis Tatum, Jerry Lam-
mons, Tammy Mason, Robin Fielder, Chuck 
Lucas, and myself. I made the sign!” 

—Tina Goforth Ross

Skateland USA

As to Willie Wallace, there is only a handful 
like him. Some businesses are eclipsed by their 
owners. The Hoka was great, but Ron was a 
monument to the town. Square Books means 
much to Oxford, but it revolves around Rich-
ard. Howard was much bigger than Duvall’s. 
Local Color was really cool, but Willie was its 
character. And among that handful, there is the 
subset of folks who are so cool they are beyond 
reproach. We realized some decades ago that 
this businessman and his store were a part of 
the foundation upon which we build our unique 
Oxford myth.

Willie Wallace in his element. Photograph by 
Georgia Huddleston. 

Willie Wallace
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THURSDAY 6.01.2023
Campus Wines: Thirsty Thursday: 5% off select item
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: STEVE THOMAS, 

MAGICIAN (5:30 pm)
The Powerhouse: THE ARMANDO with monologist KAYE HOOKER 

BRYANT (7 pm)
Proud Larrys: JACK SONNI & LEISURE CLASS

FRIDAY 6.02.2023
► The Annex: DJ ULTRA
► The Library: MILES FLATT
► Rafters: DJ DRUMM
► Rooster’s: BONFIRE ORCHESTRA
Cambridge United Methodist Church (Abbeville): First Fridays Poetry 

Night feat. ANNE STEEL (6 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Storytime (10:30 am); Life 

with Animals with ANDI LEHMAN (2 pm)
Southside Gallery: Opening reception for Mississippi Institute of Arts 

and Letters Awards Exhibition feat. COULTER FUSSELL, DAVID 
RAE MORRIS (3 pm)

University Museum: First Friday Free Sketch Day (free, 10 am–4 pm)

SATURDAY 6.03.2023
Oxford Square: 
DESTINATION OXFORD CAR SHOW
► The Annex: DJ ULTRA
► Funkys: Crawfish
► The Library: MILES FLATT
► Rafters: DJ DRUMM
► Rooster’s: TRAVELLER
► Voyager’s Rest (Water Valley): BAXTER ARENDER 

(8 pm, free)
Old Armory Pavilion: Oxford Cigar Club Cigar Social (4–10 pm)
Proud Larrys: SUNNY WAR

SUNDAY 6.04.2023
► The Grove (University): Summer Sunset Series & 

YAC Picnic with RACHEL MAXAN (free, 6 pm)
► Rafters on the Water (Sardis): JOE AUSTIN & THE 

TALLAHATCHIES (noon–3 pm)

MONDAY 6.05.2023
► Rooster’s: DJ WADE
Blind Pig: Trivia (8 pm)
Campus Wines: Staff Pick Monday: 10% off staff pick
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: TOMMY TERRIFIC’S 

WACKY MAGIC (10 am); Family Storytime (6 pm)

TUESDAY 6.06.2023
► The Annex: HONKY TONK TUESDAY with DJ 

ULTRA
► Moe's: Trivia (7 pm)
► Old Armory Pavilion: Oxford Community Market 

(3–6:30 pm)
► Rooster’s: OPEN MIC NIGHT
► Star Package: TAXLESS TUESDAY
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Baby storytime (9:30 am); 

Presechool Craft (3 pm)

WEDNESDAY 6.07.2023
► The Annex: FLIP NIGHT
► Funkys: LADIES' NIGHT
► Moe’s Penny Bar: Open Mic Night
► Rooster’s: KARAOKE
Campus Wines: Wine Tasting (5–7 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Wonder Walks (10 am)
Proud Larrys: ADRIAN + MEREDITH

THURSDAY 6.08.2023
Campus Wines: Thirsty Thursday: 5% off select item
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Plant Our Garden with the 

Oxford Garden Club (10 am); YA Book Club (4:30 pm); #G.O.A.T. 
Cheese Making with Flowering Tree Farm (5:15 pm); Family 
Coloring Day (5:30 pm)

FRIDAY 6.09.2023
► The Annex: DJ ULTRA
► The Library: ALLI LEIGHANN
► Rafters: DJ DRUMM
► Rooster’s: HIGHLAND
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Storytime (10:30 am)
Proud Larrys: THE MARLEY PARTY, CHINESE CONNECTION DUB 

EMBASSY

SATURDAY 6.10.2023
► The Annex: DJ ULTRA
► The Library: ALLI LEIGHANN
► Rafters: DJ DRUMM
► Rooster’s: THE PINK SHEETS
► Voyager’s Rest (Water Valley): FAKE, BAXTER 

ARENDER & CO. (8 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Succulents w/ The Oil Shed 

(10 am); Family Movie Saturday (2 pm)
Old Armory Pavilion: Linen on the Lawn feat. THE SOULTONES
Proud Larrys: THISTLE RIDGE BAND

SUNDAY 6.11.2023
► The Grove (University): Summer Sunset Series 

SOUTHERN STUDIES ALUMNI SHOWCASE with 
TYLER KEITH, KELL KELLUM, BRYAN LEDFORD 
(free, 6 pm) 

► Rafters on the Water (Sardis): ROCKET 88  
(noon–3 pm)

MONDAY 6.12.2023
► Rooster’s: DJ WADE
Blind Pig: Trivia
Campus Wines: Staff Pick Monday: 10% off staff pick
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Pokemon Playdate (4 pm); 

Family Storytime (6 pm)

TUESDAY 6.13.2023
► The Annex: HONKY TONK TUESDAY with DJ 

ULTRA
► Moe's: Trivia (7 pm) 
► Off Square Books: CHRIS OFFUT in conversation 

with MICHAEL FARRIS SMITH for Code of the Hills 
(5:30 pm)

► Rooster’s: OPEN MIC NIGHT
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Baby Storytime (9:30 am); 

Teen Video Games (2 pm)
University Museum: Brown Bag Summer Lecture Series feat. TOM 

HOWORTH, architect (noon–1 pm)

WEDNESDAY 6.14.2023
► The Annex: FLIP NIGHT
► Funkys: LADIES' NIGHT
► Moe's Penny Bar: Open Mic Night (9 pm)
► Rooster’s: KARAOKE
Campus Wines: Wine Tasting (5–7 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Elementary Crafternoon (3 pm)

THURSDAY 6.15.2023
►Off Square Books: POLLY STEWART in 

conversation with WILLIAM BOYLE for The Good 
Ones (5:30 pm)

Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Baby playdate (10:30 am); 
Author Visit: SARAH FRANCES HARDY (5:30 pm)

THURSDAY 6.16.2023
►Proud Larrys: Hill COuntry Picnic Preview with J.R., 

GARRY BURNSIDE, KENNY BROWN
   





Oyster Mushrooms (Leurotus Ostreatus) are a 
type of edible fungus that grow on dead or dying 
trees. They have a mild flavor and a chewy tex-
ture, and they can be cooked in various ways. But 
did you know that oyster mushrooms are also the 
source of some hilarious facts and stories? Here are 
some of them.

Oyster mushrooms are named after their resem-
blance to oysters, not because they taste like them. 
In fact, some people think they taste more like 
chicken or seafood. So don’t be surprised if you 
order oyster mushroom soup and get something 
that looks like a bowl of clam chowder.

Oyster mushrooms can grow very fast. Some 
species can double their size in a day, and some 
can even grow up to 10 inches in a single night. 
Imagine waking up to find a giant mushroom on 
your lawn or in your closet. That would be a sight 
to behold.

Oyster mushrooms can also be very loud. They 
produce a popping sound when they release their 
spores, which can be heard from several feet away. 
Some people have mistaken this sound for gunfire, 
fireworks, or popcorn. So don’t panic if you hear a 

loud bang in the woods. It might just be an oyster 
mushroom doing its thing.

Oyster mushrooms have some amazing health 
benefits. They are rich in protein, fiber, vitamins, 
and minerals, and they can help lower cholesterol, 
blood pressure, and blood sugar. They also 
have antibacterial, antiviral, and anti-
inflammatory properties, and they can 
boost your immune system. But 
don’t eat too many of them 
at once. They can also 
cause allergic reactions 
and stomach upset, in 
some people, especially 
if eaten raw.

At the grocery 
store, select oyster 
mushroom clus-
ters that are firm 
with a fresh, smooth 
appearance. The sur-
face of the mushroom 
should be dry, but not 
dried out, and appear 
plump. Oyster mush-
rooms can be found in a 
rainbow of colors including blue, yellow, pink, and 
brown/gray. Store mushrooms in original packag-
ing or in a porous paper bag for prolonged shelf 
life. Some mushrooms may keep for up to a week 
in the refrigerator. Fresh mushrooms should never 
be frozen, but frozen sautéed mushrooms will keep 
for up to one month. To clean mushrooms, brush 
off any debris with fingers or a damp paper towel, 
or rinse briefly under running water and pat dry 
with a paper towel. Note that the entire mush-
room is edible from cap to stem! If you have a lot 
of oyster mushrooms you can rinse them, but be 
careful not to rinse for too long as they can become 
waterlogged (goodbye flavor!)

Oyster mushrooms have been used for vari-
ous purposes throughout history. They have been 
eaten as food, used as medicine, made into paper, 
dyed into colors, and even used as weapons. Yes, 
weapons. During World War I, some soldiers used 
oyster mushrooms to make poison gas grenades. 
They would fill glass bottles with oyster mushroom 
spores and throw them at the enemy trenches. 
The spores would cause respiratory infections and 
blindness in the soldiers who breathed them in.

Oysters come in a variety of colors. In fact, pink 
oyster was my very first mushroom to cultivate. 
Very easy. Very pretty. Very forgiving. And very 
tasty! I’ve seen the gray oyster at the Saturday 

Farmer’s Market. Also very tasty! The most 
common varieties of oyster mush-

rooms found in grocery 
stores are Pearl Oyster 
(Pleurotus ostreatus) are 
tender and small, with 
almost no stem and King 

Oyster (Pleurotus 
eryngii) which have 
thick white stems 
and small flat caps, 

with a heartier, meatier 
texture than other oyster 

mushrooms. Asian grocers, 
such as Asiana Market 
in Memphis, are likely 

to carry more varieties of 
oyster mushrooms. 
As always with something 

new, start off slowly and don’t eat 
too much at first until you know how 

you will react, if at all.
For more information on Mushrooms, consider 

joining the North American Mycological Asso-
ciation. Go to http://www.namyco.org/join.php 
For only $30 for non-affiliated members, you will 
receive 6 issues of The Mycophile, full access to our 
expanded website, and a standing invitation to all 
NAMA-sponsored forays.  Members enjoy all the 
benefits NAMA has to offer, including our news-
letter, The Mycophile, which is full of educational 
articles and news about upcoming forays. For fur-
ther information and identification keys on many 
types of mushrooms, you might want to check out 
www.MushroomExpert.com. 

THE LOCAL VOICE  * OXFORD * OLE MISS * LAFAYETTE * NORTH MISSISSIPPI © 2023 RAYBURN PUBLISHING6

Local Gardening

Oyster Mushrooms
by Ginny Cheek, 

Lafayette County Master Gardener
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Ms. Jeanne Ferguson, 73, died Sunday, May 28, 
2023, at The Elison in Oxford, Mississippi.

Jeanne was born on January 13, 1950, in Victoria, 
Texas to the late Martin and Millie Ferguson.

A graduate of the University of Mississippi, she 
earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Education, and was 
a member of Kappa Kappa Gamma Sorority.

Naturally, she was a lifelong fan of the Ole Miss 
Rebels, and held a special place in her heart for her 
alma mater.

Jeanne was an active 
member of College Hill  
Presbyterian Church, 
where she was known for 
her joyful and lively spirit. 

Jeanne was the owner 
of Star Package Store, 
and formerly co-owned 
Rainbow Cleaners with 
Leon Tatum. 

The customers of Star 
knew that as soon as they 
walked through the door, 
they’d be greeted with 
Jeanne’s quick wit and clever sense of humor. Her 
witty personality was paired with an unmatched 
work ethic, as she always went the extra mile no 
matter the task at hand.

Most of all, Jeanne was a devoted and loving 
mother to her sons. Their well-being and happiness 
were always her primary focus and concern.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in 
death by her brother, Fred Ferguson.

Jeanne is survived by her sons, Paul Tatum of 
Oxford, and Joel Tatum of Oxford; sisters, Deanna 
Denney of Oxford, and Connie Ferguson Childs 
and husband, Paul, of Fairhope, Alabama; and one 
grandson, Richard Paul Tatum, Jr.

Expressions of sympathy or memorial contribu-
tions in Jeanne’s memory may be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, 
Memphis, TN 38105. 

Local Obituaries

Jeanne Ferguson
(January 13, 1950-May 28, 2023)

Jeanne Ferguson



Billy Joe Perry, better known as “Howl-N-Madd,” 
was born August 20, 1947 in Tula, Mississippi, in a 
shack with only a coal light to illuminate his mother’s, 
grandmother’s, and the mid-wife’s surroundings. 
Howl-N-Madd’s slave ancestors lived in the same 
shack that he was born in.

His mother always worked and she carried him on 
her cotton sack while she picked cotton in the fields 
long before he could walk. He later worked in those 
same fields picking and chopping cotton. His father 
was a sharecropper and pulp wood hauler. But his 
dad’s real job was moon-shining. Making moonshine 
was a tradition in Howl-N-Madd’s family. His dad, 
granddad, and great grandfather made whiskey. That’s 
how Howl-N-Madd got the first guitar he ever owned. 
His dad won it from a man named Ned Bowles who 
Howl-N-Madd was fascinated with and learned from.  
Howl-N-Madd  disciplined himself so he could really 
play. He never learned how to read music, but did 
learn how to follow chord charts.

Like many African-Americans, Howl-N-Madd’s 
family moved up north, to Chicago to be exact, and 
that’s where he really began to cut his teeth in music. 
Howl-N-Madd  played the guitar every chance he got 
and they lived behind a club and one block over from 
Madison Street so he could sit on his front stoop and 
listen to music until the early morning.

At only 14 years old, he got the opportunity to play 
and record with gospel greats like the Clefs Of Cal-
vary and The Salem Travelers. Howl-N-Madd record-
ed many gospel albums. He recorded with the Clefs of 
Calvary “Keep On Marching” (HOB Records 268) 
and The Salem Travelers “Wait On The Lord” with 
Chess Records. The Salem Travelers played at The 
Apollo Theatre for 12 days. He worked with Mildred 
Clark & The Melodyaires on ABC Records (Chang-
ing The World), Rev. Columbus Mann, Rev Earnest 
Franklin, The Violenaires, Albertina Walker.

Howl-N-Madd was recording a session with Fon-
tella Bass the day his son, Bill Perry Jr., was born. 
(“I’m Leaving The Choice To You” and “It Sure is 
Good” Jewel Paula Records).

After three years of extensive travel across America, 
Howl-N-Madd decided to let the music take him in a 
different direction, The Blues.

Howl-N-Madd had been on the music scene for fifty 
years. He had an amazing history with many fantastic 
stories to tell. Bill “Howl-N-Madd” Perry and his gui-
tar go hand in hand. Where you see one, you will see 
the other. Howl-N-Madd has played many kinds of 
guitars but the main guitars are his three Fender Stra-
tocasters’ all named Bessie. It started with his father 
winning his guitar in a crap game on to becoming a 

bluesman with a world-wide name and songs played 
across the globe.

Howl-N-Madd and Shy Perry were the headline act 
for “An Evening With The Blues” festival in Bolzano, 
Italy. They performed to sold out shows and had rave 
reviews on many radio, newspaper, and television sta-
tions like RAI. Bluesman “Little Milton” Campbell 
gave the young Howl-N-Madd his first opportunity to 
sing when he asked him to play guitar in his band. 
Milton offered Howl-N-Madd the opportunity to sing 
a few songs for fifteen minutes before Milton himself 
came on stage. Howl-N-Madd had an extremely 
impressive career working with musicians like Johnnie 
Taylor, Little Johnnie Taylor, Freddie King, Cash 
McCall, and T-Bone Walker, to name a few.

Howl-N-Madd went by the name Billy Easton and 
had a song that got major airplay called “I Was A Fool” 
with a label called Dispo. Howl-N-Madd was one of 
the first people to be on Soul Train, as Billy Easton. 
He led his own bands like Bill Perry & Rammit with 
Fantasy Records and he recorded a song called 
“Funky Like A Donkey” which received major airplay 
across the nation.

After a few years away from music while living in 
California, Howl-N-Madd decided to go back to his 
roots. He packed his family and they moved to Missis-
sippi where Howl-N-Madd joined a group called The 
Relaxations for three years. Howl-N-Madd inspired 
his kids to play music and he started a family band 

called The Perrys. Howl-N-Madd was on lead guitar, 
his son Bill was on lead keys, and his daughter, Sharo, 
plays bass keyboard, and they had a drummer. They 
performed for five months in Hong Kong, China, 
and three months in Jakarta, Indonesia.

They toured across America and played at Black-
eyed Sally’s in Connecticut, many festivals, and they 
toured through Texas and Florida. They had the plea-
sure of performing and participating in numerous 
wedding receptions. The Perrys have entertained many 
throughout the years at the Sunflower Festival, Dod-
geville Blues Fest, Chicago Blues Festival, King 
Biscuit Blues Festival, Mississippi Valley Fest in 
Davenport, music festivals through-out the Mid-
South.

They traveled to France, Italy, Brazil, Canada, and 
Angola Africa. Howl-N-Madd was in the movie 
thriller Way of War starring Cuba Gooding, Jr. His 
album called Way of Blues reached #2 at Radio Blues 
Intense in France. And the song won “The Coolest 
Blues Song of The Year Award.” He was also in an epi-
sode of The Gene Simmons Family Jewels where he 
played the devil at the crossroads. Howl-N-Madd, his 
son Bill Perry, Jr., and daughter had the honor of per-
forming at Lincoln Center after the documentary film 
True Delta, by Erickson Blakney and Lee Quinby.

Howl-N-Madd is noted on three Mississippi Blues 
Markers. One is on the Oxford Square, the second 
is in front of the Delta Blues Museum in Clarksdale, 
and the third is in front of Po’ Monkey’s located in 
Merigold, Mississippi. He is also the subject of an 
exhibit at the Delta Blues Museum in Clarksdale. 
Howl-N-Madd was a music teacher at the Delta Blues 
museum for 5 years and he help educate many young 
children about the blues and they learned to play 
many different instruments like the guitar, bass and 
drums.

Billy Joe Perry’s legacy is left to this wife of 56 years, 
Pauline Montgomery Perry, and four children: Billy 
Perry, Jr., Sharo Perry, Vanessa Winston, and Sherry 
Perry; two brothers: Clyde Perry and Bobby Perry, 
half-sister: Rosie Perry, many other family and 
friends. He is preceded in death by his parents and his 
baby sister; Carol Hilliard. 

Billy Joe Perry, “Howl-N-Madd”, 
August 20, 1947–May 8, 2023

Local Obituaries

Billy Joe Perry “Howl-N-Madd”
Photograph by Mike Scanlan
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Back in the late ’80s when I lived across the 
street from Saint Peter’s Cemetery, I used to 
walk to campus every Friday afternoon. My friend 
Jim Weems’ studio was in the Old Chem build-
ing where he was working on his thesis paintings 
for his Master of Fine Arts degree. He’d be finish-
ing up for the week when I got there. His abstract 
paintings possessed a tactile quality—reminding 
me of a relief map—the way he built up the oil 
paint in dense patterns on the canvasses. I’m not 
much of an abstract-expressionist guy, but I really 
liked Jim’s work.

When he was done we’d walk to The Gin for 
a couple of beers. The Gin was a good afternoon 
bar back then. Quiet, spacious, mostly empty 
(after the bustling lunch hour). After a beer or 
three at The Gin, Jim and I would walk up the hill 
to hit the Happy Hour at Syd & Harry’s (now 
City Grocery). Syd & Harry’s had a good Friday 
Happy Hour crowd in 
those days. All kinds of 
different people, different 
ages. College professors, 
ne’er-do-wells, writers, 
even some regular folks. 
Most everybody knew 
everybody else. Oxford’s 
mayor at the time would 
roll in around five o’clock. 
Domestic beer was a dol-
lar. Imports a buck-and-a-
quarter. Our informal lit-
tle group within the group 
consisted of Jim, myself, Johnny Hayles, Wil 
Collins, L.W. Thomas, others. All were wel-
come.

We continued with this tradition when the bar 
transitioned in 1992 to City Grocery, when 
Randy Yates (current owner of Ajax restaurant) 
came on board as the #1 bartender. By then 
Larry Brown had thrown in with us.

Later, after I had moved to Biloxi (where Jim 
dropped in for a visit once), City Grocery’s owner, 
John Currence, hired Jim to manage the down-
stairs restaurant. Which Jim did with considerable 
aplomb, for many years. I used to kid Jim, saying 
he was the only person I ever knew who had 
drank himself into a job. Being a people person, it 
was a perfect fit for Jim. Plus, he loved dressing up 
for work. Whenever I would run into someone 
who worked at City Grocery, usually a waiter or 
waitress, I would mention Jim. To a person they 
told me they loved working under him.

Jim was born and reared in Holmes County, 
Mississippi, (as was his wife, Debra) where he 
played on the Holmes County Community Col-
lege football team. (A customer at the bar one 
afternoon, who was visiting Oxford, had played 
football with Jim. He said Jim was a hard man to 

tackle when running the ball because he had such 
a low center of gravity.) Jim grew up on his dad’s 
cattle farm near. He told me his father had served 
as an infantryman in Europe for five long years 
during World War II. Jim said his father was so 
incensed at having had five years stolen from his 
young life that when he finally returned stateside, 
he vowed he would never work for, or take orders 
from, anybody again. And he never did. He was a 
completely entrepreneurial individual. He never 
held a conventional job of any kind.

Jim and I had a conversation about our fathers 
once. Both of whom persisted in being parental 
toward us long after we had come of age. My 
father, for example, when he was still alive, would 
phone me here in Oxford and ask if I was chang-
ing the oil in my truck, etc. Jim said his father 
talked to him the same way, even after he was mar-
ried and had children. Jim told me he was visiting 

his parents and riding 
with his father in his 
father’s pick-up truck one 
day. He said his father was 
lecturing him as if he was 
an adolescent. Jim had 
had enough. He erupted. 
He told his father in a 
loud voice to stop talking 
to him that way, that he 
was a grown man. He said 
his father was stunned by 
the outburst. Jim had 
never been anything but 

deferential to his father. His father looked at him 
as if seeing Jim for the very first time. He never 
talked to Jim that way again.

Jim told me once that the people he liked the 
most were those who made him laugh. He loved 
a good laugh. He had mastered the fine art of 
finding humor in the absurdities of life. He loved 
good conversation. He loved New Orleans. He 
loved knocking back a few Happy Hour Heinek-
ens after a day’s work. He loved a good cigar. He 
loved his family most of all.

We’ve lost a lot of my favorite Oxford people in 
recent years. Larry Brown, L.W. Thomas, Susan 
and Barry Hannah, Ron Bourne, Jere Hoar ...  
And now, Jim.

Years ago I wrote what amounted to a eulogy 
for one of my best friends, a Vietnam veteran who 
committed suicide after returning home from 13 
months of combat duty. The appreciation appeared 
in the Potomac Review. In describing the funeral 
service, I wrote: As the preacher preached, it occurred 
to me ... that the living were crying not so much for the 
dead, as we were for ourselves, left that much more 
alone to make our way toward our own end in this 
world.

Rest in peace, Jim. 

Jim Weems: A Remembrance
by Jimmy Tighe

Local Obituaries

Jimmy Tighe & Jim Weems

John Jordan 
“Johnny” Morgan

John Jordan “Johnny” Morgan, 76, passed into 
eternity on Wednesday, May 17, 2023, in Washing-
ton County, Arkansas. A Celebration of Life was 
held Tuesday, May 23, 2023, at 2 pm at Oxford – 
University United Methodist Church with Rev. 
Chris McAlilly and Rev. Warren Black officiating. 

Johnny was born February 20, 1947, in Jackson, 
Mississippi to the late Eddie Mack and Beryl Jor-
dan Morgan. A lifelong resident of Oxford and 
Lafayette County, he graduated from Oxford 
High School in 1965 and graduated from the Uni-
versity of Mississippi with his degree in Business 
Administration.

Active in local, regional, and state civic roles, 
Johnny’s passion for Mississippi and its residents was 
evident to all who knew him. Johnny worked tire-
lessly for the betterment of not just his own com-
munity, but all of Mississippi. He served as State 
Senator from 1984–1992, representing Lafayette, 
Yalobusha, and Calhoun counties. He was later 
elected to serve on the Lafayette County Board of 
Supervisors for District 2, serving as President of the 
Board for several years. Johnny co-founded the 
Good Ole Boys and Gals, a gathering of friends, 
candidates, and political enthusiasts across the state. 
The event served as host for people from all parties 
and affiliations on his property. Johnny looked for-
ward to it each year and how it brought people 
together. Throughout his political career, Johnny 
garnered a reputation as not just a competent politi-
cian, but a loyal friend and confidant to many.

Summed up best by Governor Tate Reeves 
upon hearing of his loss, “Johnny Morgan was per-
haps the most fiercely loyal person I ever met. If he 
was with you ... He was with you! He loved Ole 
Miss, Mississippi Politics—and life!”

Johnny served as President of the Oxford - Lafay-
ette County Chamber of Commerce, as well as serv-
ing on other boards such as the Oxford University 
United Methodist Church, 
Mississippi Action for 
Progress, the local Power-
house board, and Missis-
sippi Blood Services. He 
was an owner and founder 
of Morgan White Insur-
ance Group and CEO of 
Johnny Morgan & Asso-
ciates Realty Firm, as 
well as Vice President of 
Binswanger National.

Johnny is survived by 
his brother, Chip Morgan 
and his wife, Connie of 
Leland, Mississippi; niece 
and nephew, Trey Sandi-
fer (Camille) and Lindsey Sheffield (Jason); four 
great-nieces and nephews; his dear friend, Allyson 
Duckworth of Oxford, Mississippi; and numerous 
cousins and loved ones.

Expressions of sympathy or memorial contribu-
tions in Johnny’s memory may be made to Camp 
Lake Stephens, 117 Camp Lake Stephens Drive, 
Oxford, MS 38655, Oxford University United 
Methodist Church, 424 South 10th Street, Oxford, 
MS 38655, or to the charity of your choice. 

Johnny Morgan
Photo by Starke Miller



Nearly every week now there are senseless shootings 
in this “land of the free and the home of the brave.” 
According to the Public Broadcasting Service 
(PBS), “The United States is setting a record pace 
for mass killings in 2023, replaying the horror on a 
loop roughly once a week so far this year.

The carnage has taken 88 lives in 17 mass killings 
over 111 days. Each time, the killers wielded firearms. 
Only 2009 was marked by as many such tragedies in 
the same period of time.” *

We repeatedly hear our leaders say, “Our thoughts 
and prayers are with you.” Lately, though, we’ve 
heard more and more that thoughts and prayers aren’t 
enough. I believe that to be true. In fact, I can invoke 
Biblical evidence to support that:

“What is the profit, my brothers, if someone 
claims to have faith but does not have works? The 
faith is not able to save him, is it? If brother or sister 
are naked and lacking daily food and 
one of you says to them ‘Go in peace; 
be warmed and filled,’ but you do not 
give them the necessities of the body, 
what is the profit? In this manner also 
faith, if it does not have works, is dead 
by itself.” (James 2:14-17, Disciples’ Lit-
eral New Testament)

Faith without works is dead.
Hear it again: Faith without works is DEAD!
What will it take for Congress to pass laws to 

help control the availability of assault weapons to the 
general public? I believe that something shocking has 
to happen, but how much more shocking can be had 
than innocent children mutilated and massacred?

In 1955 14-year-old Emmett Till was tortured 
and murdered in Tallahatchie County, Mississippi. 
His body was horrendously mutilated. Family and 
friends urged Till’s mother, Mamie Till-Mobley to 
have a closed casket funeral. She refused and said, 
“Let the people see what they did to my boy.”

After I posted my last column on Facebook 
(“Another Chapter Ends on the Emmett Till 
Case”) my sister, Nancy Weeks Park, commented, 
“Till’s mother’s insistence to have an open casket was 
instrumental in motivating civil rights action. 
[Largely because she saw pictures of Till’s maimed 
body, Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat to a 
Caucasian man on a bus in Montgomery, Alabama, 
and the Civil Rights Movement was birthed.] We 
may have to view the remains of dead children pul-
verized by assault weapon bullets before some change 
their mind and pass legislation that restricts the sale 

and ownership of 
those firearms.”

I was thinking 
the same thing.

Assault weap-
ons don’t cause 
damage like a pistol 
or a lower-grade 
rifle. Due in part to 

their velocity, bullets from assault weapons like AR-
15-style weapons cause extreme damage to the vic-
tims. For example, instead of a hole in a lung that a 
non-military grade weapon would cause, the bullets 
from an assault weapon can cause internal organs to 
explode and leave significantly large exit wound. 
Think about that. Outside of the military—and I 
question that—who in the hell needs that kind of fire 
power? Why?

As a mental health professional, I am fully aware 
of the mental illness factor in mass shootings. If more 
reasonable gun restrictions were in effect, especially 
for assault-type weapons, no one, mentally ill or not, 
would have the easy access to weapons of such 
destruction. That would make a difference.

May 24, 2023, was the one-year anniversary of 
the bloodbath at Robb Elementary School in 
Uvalde, Texas. Using an assault rifle an 18-year-old 
former student decimated 19 students and 2 teachers, 
all of whom died.

Do we need more open caskets and photos, 
enabling us to see the mutilated bodies of our chil-
dren, for this insanity to stop? As horrendous as it 
sounds, that may be the only way for real change to 
come.

…and that’s the View from The Balcony.

Randy Weeks is a Licensed Professional Counselor, a Cer-
tified Shamanic Life Coach, an ordained minister, a 
singer-songwriter, and an actor. He grew up hunting 
small game, and though he no longer hunts, he still owns 
several guns. Randy may be reached at randallsweeks@
gmail.com.

*https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/mass-shoot-
ings-in-u-s-on-a-record-pace-in-2023-so-far 

More Open Caskets?
Local Voices
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1. MOVIES: When was the first Star Wars movie 
released?

2. GEOGRAPHY: In which body of water is Ber-
muda located?

3. TELEVISION: Who was the first host of the 
game show Jeopardy!?

4. ANATOMY: Which part of the brain controls 
balance and coordination?

5. LITERATURE: Which short story is described 
as the first modern detective story?

6. ANCIENT WORLD: Which two cities were 
destroyed by a volcano in 79 A.D.?

7. U.S. CITIES: What is the nickname of Al-
buquerque’s (New Mexico) minor league 
baseball team?

8. FOOD & DRINK: What does en croute mean?
9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: What kind of farm did Jim-

my Carter have before he became president?
10. AD SLOGANS: Which restaurant urges cus-

tomers to “Eat fresh”?
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Answers 1. 1977 2. North Atlantic Ocean 3. Art 
Fleming 4. Cerebellum 5. “The Murders in 
the Rue Morgue” by Edgar Allen Poe 6. Pom-
peii and Herculaneum 7. The Albuquerque 
Isotopes 8. Food baked in a pastry crust 9. 
Peanut 10. Subway  



Solutions to puzzles are inside The Local Voice Digital Edition sent every Thursday to 
The Local Voice subscibers. Sign up for FREE at TheLocalVoice.net
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ACROSS
1 Modern taxi  

alternative
5 911 responders
9 ER workers
12 Zero, in tennis
13 Scurry
14 Actor Kilmer
15 Wharton Sch.  

offering
17 506, in old Rome
18 Charon’s river
19 Speedy
21 Devil’s domain
24 Toppled
25 Writer Quindlen
26 Circus gymnasts
30 Call -- day
31 Kathy of Misery
32 Pro vote
33 “No worries ...”
35 GI dining hall
36 Cries of discovery
37 Third rock from the 

sun
38 Gantry of fiction
40 Stable diet
42 Napkin’s place
43 Coll. entrance 

considerations
48 Oahu or Maui 

(Abbr.)

49 Military 
group

50 A Doll’s 
House heroine

51 That lady
52 Tower city
53 Did the crawl

DOWN
1 Einstein’s 

birthplace
2 Short ‘do
3 Actress  

Longoria
4 It had a big 

part in the 
Bible

5 Jittery
6 Das Kapital 

author
7 Three, in 

Rome
8 Sound 

systems
9 Movie buff’s pur-

chase
10 Sitarist Shankar
11 Lost traction
16 Roswell visitors
20 Cleric’s tunic
21 It grows on you
22 Initial chip

23 Crime lab  
specimen

24 Glenn of the Eagles
26 Very small batteries
27 Dol. fractions
28 Try out
29 Merit badge holder
31 Endures
34 Common title start
35 Brick workers

37 And so on (Abbr.)
38 Yale students
39 Cilium
40 Elevator name
41 The Thin Man dog
44 Blackbird
45 Tier
46 Epoch
47 Actor Waterston

“We turn not older with years, but 
newer every day.”— Emily Dickinson

(December 10, 1830 – May 15, 1886)



“You can cut all the flowers 
but you cannot keep 
spring from coming.” 

– Pablo Neruda
(July 12, 1904 – September 23,1973)
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•	 In a study to improve hospi-
tal design for children, research-
ers polled 250 kids about their 
opinions on clowns. The verdict 
was unanimous: Every single one 
reported disliking or fearing them. 
Well, so do some adults.
•	 A Texas woman named Verda 
Byrd, adopted by a Black family 
in the 1940s, only discovered she 
was white after finding her adop-
tion papers in 2013.
•	 In 1987, a barge left New York 
for North Carolina with a whop-
ping 3,168 tons of trash on board. 
North Carolina didn’t want it either, 
so the barge traveled for seven 
long months trying (and failing) to 
find someone to take it, launching 
a national conversation on the sub-
ject of landfills and recycling.
•	 The town of Dull in Scotland 
has been twinned with the town of 
Boring, Oregon, since 2012.
•	 Because goats can eat poison 
ivy with no ill effects, some farmers 
rent out the animals to clear parks, 
golf courses, and historical sites 
without having to use chemicals or 
herbicides.
•	 A nuclear bomb is stuck some-
where in the ice on the coast of 
Greenland.
•	 Retired NFL wide receiver Steve 
Smith left his cleats on the field 
after every game to raise aware-
ness of homeless people who don’t 
have shoes.
•	 In 1993, a Missouri man pur-
posely damaged a levee on the 
Mississippi River to delay his wife 
coming home from work so he 
could party. The plan spectacularly 
backfired when the river flooded 
14,000 acres, leading to his arrest 
and conviction for causing a catas-
trophe and a life sentence in prison.
•	 There are cases of identical 
twins in which only one is born with 
Down syndrome.
•	 Thought for the Day: “Pay no 
attention to what the critics say. A 
statue has never been erected in 
honor of a critic.” —Jean Sibelius 
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Big Bad Breakfast Celebrates 
Fifteenth Anniversary

They say breakfast is the most important meal of the day, but 
by the looks of how most of us treat it, breakfast needs a cham-
pion. Insert award-winning chef John Currence to save the day! 

Founded in 2008, Currence’s Big Bad Breakfast (BBB) 
launched in Oxford, Mississippi, and became an instant classic 
with diners looking for a creative and perfectly executed from-
scratch breakfast. Fifteen years later, Big Bad Breakfast has 
expanded into fifteen locations across the Southeast with plans to 
open an additional six locations in the near future.

The secret to the success of BBB has been the effort, quality, 
and attention paid to making breakfast equally as important as 
lunch and dinner.

In celebration of this fifteenth year 
anniversary, Big Bad Breakfast will 
serve several specials and host events 
throughout the month of June, kick-
ing off with:

June 2–3: Pylon
Waffle topped with a hotdog, cole-

slaw, oyster crackers, cheese, mustard, 
pickles, and jalapeños 

June 7: Funfetti Pancakes
In honor of BBB’s opening day June 7, 2008, Chef John Cur-

rence will be participating in a cake smash.

June 9–11: Southern Belly Sandwich

June 16–18: Elvis Sandwich
Peanut butter, banana, and bacon sandwich

June 23–25: The Egg Bowl
Named in honor of the football game played annually between 

Ole Miss and Mississippi State, the egg bowl consists of eggs, 
spinach, tomato, cheese grits, bacon, and hollandaise sauce. 

Local Food
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“You can’t use up creativity. The more you use, the more you have.”
 — Maya Angelou

memoirist, poet, and civil rights activist (April 4, 1928 – May 28, 2014)
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by Jimmy Reed
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w e l c o m e

t h i s  e v e n t  i s  f r e e  &  o p e n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c

YAC Picnic & Rachel Maxan

Southern Studies Alumni Showcase

June 4

June 11

The Fabulous DOO VAYS

Perry Family feat. Bill and Shy Perry    
June 18

June 25
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