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While football may dominate the fall, Oxford will have 
a host of events starting in August. For the past several 
years, the Yoknapatawpha Arts Council (YAC) has 
developed programs that engage the local community and 
returning students as school begins.

F ollowing the passing of beloved townie Ron Shap-
iro, YAC launched Hoka Days to encourage community 
members to explore the diverse cultural offerings available 
in Lafayette County.

This year, Hoka Days returns 
beginning Thursday August 1, boast-
ing a full slate of events covering 
music, art, food, dance, theatre, and 
free community events. The program 
kicks off with a visual art showcase 
that brings artists from across Missis-
sippi to Oxford. An open studio in the 
Plein Air neighborhood of Taylor fea-
tures Robert Townsend, whose recent 
Oxford series is on exhibit. The visual 
art portion continues with a Friday 
evening event at Oxford Treehouse 
Gallery and a Saturday event hosted 
by The Oliver Hotel with artists from 
across Mississippi sharing stories 
about their work. Unlike a traditional 
art exhibit, the audience is invited to 
vote for their favorite story, and the 
winning artist will receive a cash prize.

Performances during the month include Leda Swan, 
who will present a free dance concert at the Powerhouse 
entitled Butoh: Dance of Shadow and Light on August 
2 & 3. LOFT’s annual Night for Nonprofits will high-
light the work of community organizations. Oxford on 
Skates will host two free family-friendly skating events 
with music at the Old Armory Pavilion. A community 
block party with DJs and a community talent showcase 
with food trucks returns as part of the event. Former 
Senator Trent Lott will be the featured speaker at the 
Melodies and Monologues event, with a talk about how 

to achieve things in life. Nerd-Vana returns for two days 
of pop culture indulgences with appearances by Power 
Rangers, a Nerd Prom, and vendors featuring games, 
collectibles, and clothing at the Powerhouse and on 
the Square.

Theatre Oxford is partnering with the popular story-
telling event Spillit, which invites community members 
to take the stage and share stories around a theme. This 

year’s theme is “Breaking New 
Ground,” with the winner receiving an 
invitation to the Spillit championship in 
Memphis. Delta Rising redefines the 
concept of a show as it uses food, 
drink, music, and art to help attendees 
explore the Mississippi Delta. Anubis 
Improv will host a two-person improv 
showcase that engages the audience in 
the creative process. The celebration 
ends with the annual Second Line and 
Dance in memory of Ron Shapiro.

New this year is Bit of the Sip tak-
ing place from August 9–11, which is 
a mini festival inside Hoka Days that 
focuses on drink and food. YAC recog-
nized that the popular Iron Bartender 
event attracts contestants and attendees 
from all around the Mid-South.

“We realized people were coming 
for Iron Bartender and spending the 

night,” said YAC Director Wayne Andrews. “Our goal 
was to build upon its success and create opportunities for 
people to have experiences with makers in the farms, res-
taurants, and shops in our community. This mini festival 
offers a chance to have lunch with chefs from the Delta, 
talk to distillers, pair wine and cheese with the cheese 
maker and winery owner, pair cigars and port with the 
owner of the cigar brand, or just learn how to make bread 
or hot sauce.”

A full schedule of events, many of which are free, can 
be found online at www.oxfordarts.com.  

Hoka Days Merges Art 
and Community in Oxford
Plethora of Events Kicks Off the Dog Days of Summer

A monument of Ron Shapiro,  
owner of the beloved Hoka  

Theatre, is installed near the front 
door of The Powerhouse in Oxford. 

Photo by Newt Rayburn.
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THURSDAY 7.11.2024
►City Grocery: ANNE SCOTT BARRETT art reception (4:30–6:30 pm)
►Moe’s: BINGO
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Christmas in July Book Sale; Teen 

origami afternoon (2–5 pm); Your Wild Backyard with Master Naturalists 
ANGIE GETZ and KATIE BOYLE (5:30 pm)

Magnolia Coffee Co. (Water Valley): Wine Night (6–9 pm)
Lafayette County Multipurpose Arena: Meet Your Farmers (3–6 pm)
Creative Learning Center at North Oxford Baptist Church: Hiring Event for 

Teachers and Assistant Teachers (9 am–5 pm)

FRIDAY 7.12.2024
►The Library: CLAY BARKER (9 pm)
►Rafters on the Water: PROUD HOUND (7–10 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Christmas in July Book Sale; 

Storytime (10:30 am); Tell Me About It Book Club (2 pm)
Creative Learning Center at North Oxford Baptist Church: Hiring Event for 

Teachers and Assistant Teachers (9 am–5 pm)

SATURDAY 7.13.2024
►The Library: CLAY BARKER (9 pm)
►Rafters on the Water: HAGGARD COLLINS BAND (7–10 pm)
Midtown Shopping Center: Midtown Farmer’s Market (7–11 am)
Proud Larry’s: THELMA & THE SLEAZE, EMETERS
Magnolia Coffee Co. (Water Valley): Burger Night (6–9 pm) 
Oxford Gamerz Den: Yu-Gi-Oh: The Infinite Forbidden Premiere! (1–5 pm)
Lafayette Co Multipurpose Arena: Level III Bonsai Demo Class (10 am–noon)
Stone Park Ballfield: OPC Community Water Day (free; 10 am–4 pm)

SUNDAY 7.14.2024
►Rafters on the Water: ROCKET 88 (1–4 pm)
The Orchard: Summer Nights Food, Games, and Teaching (5:30–8:30 pm)

MONDAY 7.15.2024
R & R Cookies: Cake decorating class for kids (10–10:30 am)

TUESDAY 7.16.2024
►Moe’s: Trivia (7 pm)
►Off Square Books: There Is Happiness: A Celebration of the last 

collected works of BRAD WATSON (5:30 pm)
►Old Armory Pavilion: Oxford Community Market (3–6:30 pm)
Avent Park: Pirate for a Day (5:30–7:30 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Baby storytime (9:30 am)

WEDNESDAY 7.17.2024
►Funkys: LADIES NIGHT
►Moe’s Penny Bar: COMEDY OPEN MIC (9 pm)
►Off Square Books: ELI CRANOR reads & signs Broiler (5:30 pm)
►Old Armory Pavilion: OXFORD ON SKATES (3:30–5 pm; free, 

BYOskates)
Campus Wines: Wine Tasting (5–7 pm)
Circle & Square Brewing: TRIVIA (7 pm)
Magnolia Coffee Co., Water Valley: DIY Tie Dye (6pm)
Midtown Shopping Center: Midtown Farmer’s Market (7–11 am)
Lafayette County Multipurpose Arena: Mid-South Mobile Food Pantry (7 am)

THURSDAY 7.18.2024
►Moe’s: BINGO
►Off Square Books: JULIA PHILLIPS in conversation with 

SNOWDEN WRIGHT for Bear (5 pm)
Lafayette Co & Oxford Public Library: Check It Out Adult Book Club (5:30 pm)
Proud Larry’s: THE PINK STONES

FRIDAY 7.19.2024
►The Library: TY TAYLOR (9 pm)
►Rafters on the Water: OPIE & THE BOYS (7–10 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Storytime (10:30 am)

SATURDAY 7.20.2024
►The Library: TY TAYLOR (9 pm)
►Rafters on the Water: HAGGARD COLLINS BAND (7–10 pm)
Midtown Shopping Center: Midtown Farmer’s Market (7–11 am)
Proud Larry’s: MOSQUITO BROTHERS
Oxford Gamerz Den: Lorcana: Ursula’s Return Set Championship (2 pm)
Cherry Creek Orchards (Pontotoc): Peach Festival (9 am–7 pm)
Tanglefoot Pavilion (Pontotoc): Kids Day (11 am–4 pm)

SUNDAY 7.21.2024
►Rafters on the Water: JOE AUSTIN & THE TALLAHATCHIES (1–4 pm)

MONDAY 7.22.2024
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Pokémon Playdate (2 pm)

TUESDAY 7.23.2024 
►Moe’s: TRIVIA (7 pm)
►Old Armory Pavilion: Oxford Community Market (3–6:30 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Baby storytime (9:30 am)

WEDNESDAY 7.24.2024
►Funkys: LADIES NIGHT
►Moe’s Penny Bar: COMEDY OPEN MIC
Campus Wines: Wine Tasting (5–7 pm)
Circle & Square Brewing: TRIVIA (7 pm)
Midtown Shopping Center: Midtown Farmer’s Market (7–11 am)
Magnolia Coffee Co. (Water Valley): Oxford Hat Bar Pop-Up (4:30 pm)   
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Solutions to puzzles are inside The Local Voice Digital Edition sent every Thursday to subscibers. Sign up FREE at TheLocalVoice.net

ACROSS
1 Balm target
4 Baseball’s Ty
8 Get wind of
12 Have bills
13 “Beetle Bailey” 
dog
14 Sax range
15 Pasadena 
arena
17 Texter’s “As I 
see it”
18 Complete
19 Newt
21 Ozone, for one
22 Elevated
26 Weary sounds
29 Watch chain
30 Sardonic
31 Slightly
32 In medias --
33 Harvard rival
34 Baseball’s 
Hodges
35 Singer Scaggs
36 Avid
37 Proverbs
39 eBay offer
40 Haw preceder
41 Draw forth
45 Corporate 
symbol

48 Brisk tempos
50 Sacred bird of 
Egypt
51 Yarn
52 -- loss
53 Shade
54 Genesis 
garden
55 Rail

DOWN
1 Traditional 
tales
2 Victor’s cry
3 Nuisance
4 Hooded snakes
5Some 
Oklahoma 
natives
6 Texter’s 
“Incidentally”
7 Waist-length 
jackets
8 Part of 
Hispaniola
9 Stately tree
10 Sports fig.
11 Aussie hopper
16 Octet count
20 “Terrif!”
23 Booty
24 Perry’s 

creator
25 Color worker
26 Long story
27 Footnote abbr.
28 Arizona river
29 Shriner’s 
chapeau
32 Optimistic
33 “Get what I’m 
sayin’?”

35 Garden buzzer
36 Actress 
Brennan
38 Specter
39 Ball VIP
42 Grouch
43 Speck
44 Russian ruler
45 Ignited
46 Kimono sash

47 Martini liquor
49 Young bloke
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Answers: 1. Mount Elbrus. 2. Hawkins, Indiana.
3. “Eloise.” 4. Ruby. 5. Medusa. 6. Amy Poehler.
7. Epidermis. 8. Viagra. 9. Charlemagne. 10. 

Virginia, with eight. 

1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the highest peak 
in Europe?

2. TELEVISION: What is the name of the 
town in the Netflix series “Stranger 
Things”?

3. LITERATURE: What is the title of the 
book about a little girl who lives at The 
Plaza Hotel in New York City?

4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is the 
traditional stone associated with the July 
birth month?

5. MYTHOLOGY: Which mythical creature 
has snakes for hair?

6. MOVIES: Who voices the character Joy in 
the animated movie “Inside Out”?

7. ANATOMY: What is the outermost layer of 
skin called?

8. INVENTIONS: Which blue medication, 
originally developed to lower blood 
pressure, had an unexpected effect on 
male patients and later was used to treat 
erectile dysfunction?

9. HISTORY: Who was crowned as Emperor 
of the Romans in 800 A.D.?

10. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which state has 
produced the most presidents by 
birthplace?
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alphatransportoxfordms@gmail.com

662-832-9933

EXECUTIVE 
CAR SERVICE

Jason T. Plunk - Owner

“He who has a why 
to live for can bear 
almost any how.” 

— Friedrich Nietzsche
(October 15, 1844 – August 25 1900)

ANSWERS BELOW
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Once upon a day so cheery
while I spoke with friends held dearly
o’er libations cold and beery
pond’ring strange things we had seen,

suddenly we saw a couple
walking down Van Buren snuggling,
window shopping, though not bustling,
around the Square pristine,

All at once we four did notice,
as if life were out of focus,
something strange, perhaps verboten,
wond’ring, “Halloween?”

Our calendars we all were checking,
weighed them and we found them lacking.
‘Twas July 6 and we were baking
hot and melting prometheens.

We all took a closer lookie,
confirmed that it was not a Wookie,
or a monster known as Cookie
this spry thing so lean.

We watched and watched with jaws a’ slacking,
fin’ly at each other cackling
at this sight that was so baffling.
We hooted and we screamed!

Never in a month of Sundays
did any of us think that one day
we’d behold a thing more shocking,
than this thing we had seen.

People on the streets were staring,
some of them perplexed and glaring.
Most were dumbstruck at this pairing,
but little children beamed.

We often scoff at things not common,
things long gone and oft forgotten,
like red, red robins bob bob bobbin’
they walk right past, unseen.

Once I had three aunts named Myrtle.
One died from a too tight girdle,
a second failed to clear a hurdle,
the third drowned in ice cream.

A table mate said she’d once scuffled
with a man with white shirt ruffled.
She said she beat him with her bustle,
the whale bones unforeseen.

Another said she’d shot her mother,
father, sister, and her brother.
She wished to do that to her lover
but he had split the scene.

The fourth just sat and cussed and cussed
about a man who squeezed her bust.
She left the intruder in the dust
with her very sharpened knees.

Now you’ve heard about the somethings
seen by we four Oxford bumkins.
I hope you know that we weren’t bluffin’.
We had all come clean.

But what we’d all seen on that day
left our minds in disarray
causing all to pause and say,
“Of this we’ll always sing”.

A monkey clung to a woman’s back,
but that’s not what took us aback. 
It was the diaper that had wrapped
his butt and ding-a-ling.

I’ve seen many a strange, strange thing
like Summer snow and blazing Springs,

but the oddest thing I’ve ever seen
was a diapered monkey shop shop ing.

I made a vow upon that day:
no more watching Planet of the Apes.
Manifesting diapered primates
Was simply not my thing.

Now you’ve read my story true.
Eyes wide open so that you
won’t be bumfuzzled at The View
from The Balcony.

If you spy a diapered primate,
drunken students, impaired band mates.
Chalk it up to stuff you may see
in your View from The Balcony.

Randy Weeks is a Licensed Professional Counselor, a Certified 
Shamanic Life Coach, an ordained minister, a singer-song-
writer, an actor, and a writer. He may have watched too many 
versions of The Planet of the Apes. Randy may be reached 
swinging through the vines through Faulkner’s Woods or at: 
randallsweeks@gmail.com.  

Monkey Business on the Square
Local Voices: The View From The Balcony by Randy Weeks
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“Birthday Party 
at Avent Park”

Ernest Oliver’s picture of his son’s  
cowboy-themed birthday party at the park is a  
Norman Rockwell-worthy image of  
Oxford, Avent Park, and the old fire truck. 
Among the partiers that day, Jonathan  
Oliver is bottom right, Drew Fair is under 
the truck looking up, and Allison Fair is 
standing at the top.  



Ajax Diner
Mon–Thu: Lunch 11 am–2:30 pm; 

Dinner: 4:30–9 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–9 pm
Delivery: Fetcht 

Big Bad Breakfast
Mon, Wed–Fri: 7 am–1 pm
Sat–Sun: 8 am–2:30 pm
Closed Tue
Early Bird Special:  

Wed & Thur 7–9 am: 10% off

Boure
Mon–Thu: 11 am–10 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–10:30 pm
Bar: Mon–Wed 4 pm–midnight; 

Thu–Fri 4 pm–1 am;  
Sat noon–1 am

Delivery: Fetcht 

City Grocery
Mon–Sat: 
Lunch: 11:30 am–2:30 pm; 
Dinner 6–10 pm; 
Fri & Sat till 10:30 pm
City Grocery Bar
Mon–Sat: 4 pm–till
Happy Hour 4–6 pm: 

M–F $1 off wells & domestics

Funkys
Mon–Thu: 2 pm–1 am 
Fri: noon–1 am; Sat: 11 am–1 am
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Delivery: Fetcht 
Mon: $5 Octanes 
Tue: $5 Grape Gatorade
Wed: LADIES’ NIGHT:  

$5 Skinny Bitches
Thur: $3 domestics

The Library
Mon–Fri: 3 pm–1 am
Sat: 11 am–1 am
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Happy Hour 3–7 pm 
Mon–Fri $1 off all drinks

McCormick’s
Mon–Sat: Breakfast: 6:30–11 am; 
Lunch: 11 am–2 pm;
Wed–Sat: Dinner: 2–9 pm 
Bar: 2 pm–till
Sun: 6:30 am–2 pm
Wine & Whiskey Wednesday: 
2-for-1 glasses of house wine; $1 
off whiskey
10% UM discount

Moe’s BBQ
Mon–Sun: 11 am–10 pm 
Penny Bar open 3 pm
Delivery: Fetcht 
Happy Hour 3–6 pm:  
Mon–Fri 1/2-price apps,  

2-for-1 wells, wines & domestics
Mon: $2 domestics + $1 PBR
Tue: TRIVIA + $25 High Noon 

buckets
Wed: COMEDY MIC NIGHT
Thu: BINGO

Ollie’s Donuts
Sun–Sat: 5:30 am–1 pm

OPA!
Mon DEC 4: 4 pm–9 pm
Tue–Thu+Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–10 pm
Tues & Thurs: 2-for-1 Lemonadas 
Wed: 1/2-off house wines & 

Martinis
Fri: $5 Margarita
Delivery: Fetcht  

Quack’s
Wed–Thu: 4 pm–1 am
Fri–Sat: 11 am–1 am
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Happy Hour 4–6 pm W–F: 

2-for-1 wells, $1 off all beer
Wed: All Day Happy Hour
Friday: Free Fri-day (Free side of 

fries with hot dog purchase)
Sun: Chicken and Waffles, 

brunch specials

Rafters on the Water
Mon–Tues: CLOSED
Wed–Fri: 5–10 pm
Sat–Sun: 11 am–10 pm

Rooster’s
Mon–Sat: 3 pm–1 am, Sun till 9p
Mon–Fri: $5 Domestics
Mon: $4 Pitchers + $1 Rooster Shot
Tue: 2-for-1s
Wed: $3 Vodka & Whiskey
Thu: LADIES NIGHT + $1 Lemon 

Drop + $3 Well Vodka
Sun: $1 Mimosa shots

Saint Leo
Tue–Sun: Lunch 11 am–3 pm
Bar & Pizza 3–5 pm
Dinner 5–10 pm
Brunch Sat & Sun: 

10:30 am–3 pm
Happy Hour 3–5 pm  

(Tue–Thu): 
$10 Pizzas, Bubbles + Fries,  
$6 Wine & Cocktails 

Snackbar
Tue–Thu: 4–10 pm
Fri–Sat: 4–10:30 pm
Happy Hour 4–6 pm: 
$2 domestics, $4 drafts,  

$6 select wines, $8 select 
classic cocktails, small plate & 
oyster specials

Tues: INDUSTRY NIGHT

SoLa
Wed–Thur: 5–9 pm, 
Fri–Sat: 5–10 pm
Sun Brunch: 10:30 am–2 pm
Delivery: Fetcht 
Happy Hour 5–7 pm: $5 fresh 

Margaritas
Wed: Spaghetti + $5 wine
Thu: Ramen & $5 Rosé

Southern Coop
Tue–Thu: 11 am–8 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–9 pm
Delivery: Fetcht  

Tallahatchie 
Gourmet

Mon–Wed: 11 am–2:30 pm
Brunch Sat & Sun  

11:30 am–3 pm
Delivery: Fetcht 

Uno Mas
Mon–Sat: 11 am–10 pm
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
late night menu Thu–Sat
Happy Hour 3–6 pm every 
day: $2 tacos; $5 house 
Margaritas ($20 pitchers); 2-for-1 
domestics; 1/2-off apetizers
Tuesday: HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY
Saturday: $5 Frozens & $20 

Frozen pitchers
Sunday: Service Industry Sunday

Volta Taverna 
Mon–Thu: 11:30 am–9:30 pm;
Fri–Sat: 11:30 am–10 pm;
Happy Hour 4–6 pm:
  $1 off all drinks 
1/2-price Margaritas & 

Mojitos every Mon, Thu & 
Sat   
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EAT IN OXFORD
 DAILY FOOD & DRINK OPTIONS

™

Abner’s
Ajax Diner
B’s BBQ
Bim Bam Burgers
Blind Pig 
Boure
Byrd House Cafe
Casa Mexicana
Chicken on a Stick
Chicken Salad Chick
China Royal
City Hall  

Cheesecake

Chow King
Common Ground
Costa Mexican
El Agave
El Charro
El Mariachi
Fergndans Pizza
First Watch
Fox’s Pizza Den
Funkys
Good Day Cafe
Greenline
Guthrie’s Chicken

H2O
Heartbreak Coffee
Hempville CBD
Honey Baked Ham
Jake’s Craft BBQ
Kabuki
King’s Steakhouse
Krystal
La Perla Tapatia
Lamar Yard
The Landshark
Lenora’s
Living Foods

Lost Pizza
Ming’s Kitchen
Moe’s BBQ
Mugshots
Noodle Bowl 
Oby’s
Ole Coop
OPA!
Oxford Burger  

Company
Oxford Creamery 
Oxford Gourmet
Oxford Nutrition

Phillip’s Grocery
Pizza Den
Pizzashop
Proud Larry’s
R&R Cookies
Raising Cane’s
Rocky Mountain  

Chocolate
Rosati’s
SmallCakes
SoLa
South Depot Taco 
Southern Coop

Steak ‘N Shake
Subway
Tallahatchie  

Gourmet
Tarasque
The Sipp
Taco Shop
Toyo
Venice Kitchen
Walk Ons
Yaya’s
Yugo
and more!

Fetcht.com
Oxford’s Local Food Delivery Service

Over 85+ restaurants delivered to your door, including
Scan code and have 

food delivered!

FETCHT.COM
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Lafayette County Master Gardeners: 

“Hardy Hibiscus”

Local Voices: Lafayette County Master Gardeners by Bronwynne Bailey
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• If you emptied a glass of 
water into the ocean and waited 
long enough to ensure that it was 
thoroughly mixed and distributed 
throughout the world’s seas, then 
each glass of water taken from 
the ocean would contain around 
250 molecules from that original 
glass.
• Euclid is the most successful 
textbook writer of all time. His 
Elements, written around 300 
BC, has gone through more than 
1,000 editions since the invention 
of printing.
• The Romans used poisonous 
lead as a sweetening agent.
• People who have had 
strokes in the left frontal lobes 
of their brains resulting in severe 
language loss are better able to 
detect lies than people without 
brain damage.
• Generally, centipedes do not 
have 100 legs. For that matter, 
millipedes don’t have 1,000 legs. 
Different species of centipedes 
have between 30 and 346 
legs, while different species of 
millipedes have between 40 and 
750 legs.
• The east coast of Canada is 
closer to London, England, than 
the west coast of Canada.
• Sorry, Chicago, you so-called 
“Windy City” -- you’re not the 
windiest city in America, or even 
close: That honor goes to Great 
Falls, Montana, with an average 
hourly wind speed of 13.4 miles.
• The last United States 
president to be born in a log 
cabin was James Garfield, on 
November 19, 1831.
• What’s in a name, indeed! 
A 1964 piece by avant-garde 
American composer La Monte 
Young is titled “The Tortoise 
Recalling the Drone of the Holy 
Numbers as They Were Revealed 
in the Dreams of the Whirlwind and 
the Obsidian Gang, Illustrated by 
the Sawmill, the Green Sawtooth 
Ocelot, and the High-tension Line 
Stepdown Transformer.”
Thought for the Day: “Basically, 
the first half of life is writing the 
text, and the second half is writing 
the commentary on that text.” 

– Richard Rohr 

Hibiscus plants offer a rainbow of colors and petal shapes, 
each variety contributing a vivid and impactful display for 
your garden.

Among the diverse types, the hardy hibiscus (Hibiscus 
moscheutos) is a tall shrub with 6–9-inch blooms, adding a 
dramatic flair to your landscape. The tropical hibiscus (H. 
rosa-sinensis) unfolds its petals to display dramatic colors, 
creating a stunning focal point. Meanwhile, the Rose of 
Sharon (H. syriacus) graces gardens with its sturdy, decidu-
ous presence, extending a delicate beauty that evolves with 
the changing seasons. The fourth and last hibiscus in this 
series is a woody species, (H. mutabilis) or confederate 
rose, a southern favorite.

In this column, we focus on the hardy hibiscus. With its 
enormous blooms, the perennial hardy hibis-
cus adds a pop of color and value wherever 
you grow it. Hibiscus gives the Mississippi 
gardener a broad spectrum of color to infuse 
on the landscape. Some of the blooms can be 
as large as 12 inches across, which is why it is 
often referred to as the dinnerplate hibiscus.

Growth Habits
This bushy plant can grow from two to five 
feet tall, depending on the selection. It has 
foliage that ranges from light to medium 
green, while other varieties feature bur-
gundy and dark-purple leaves. During the 
winter, the plant growth usually dies back to 
ground level.

Selecting the Right Location
The success of your hardy hibiscus venture begins with 
choosing the perfect spot. These plants thrive in full sun, 
so select a location that receives at least six hours of direct 
sunlight daily.

Soil Preferences
This variety of hibiscus is not particularly finicky about soil 
but does best in a well-drained, nutrient-rich environment. 
Incorporate organic matter into the soil to enhance its fer-
tility and drainage. In areas with heavy clay soil, consider 
amending the soil with compost to improve its structure.

Planting Depth & Spacing
When planting a hardy hibiscus, ensure that the root ball 
is level with the soil surface. Spacing is crucial to allow for 
proper air circulation and prevent overcrowding. Aim for 
a spacing of about 3 to 4 feet between plants to give each 
one ample room to flourish.

Watering
While the hardy hibiscus is drought-tolerant once estab-
lished, it is essential to provide consistent moisture during 
dry spells. Water deeply, ensuring the soil remains consis-
tently moist but not waterlogged. Mulching around the 
base helps retain moisture and regulates soil temperature.

Fertilizing
To encourage lush 
growth and abundant 
blooms, fertilize your 
hardy hibiscus regularly 
during the growing 
season. A balanced fer-
tilizer with a ratio such 
as 10-10-10 provides 
the necessary nutrients 
for these voracious 
growers. Apply fertil-
izer in early spring and 
again in midsummer.

Pruning
The hardy hibiscus ben-

efits from regular pruning to shape the plant and encour-
age bushier growth. In late winter or early spring, before 
new growth emerges, give your hardy hibiscus a more 
thorough pruning. Remove any dead or weak stems, cut-
ting them back to the base.

Winter Preparations
While the term “hardy” suggests resilience, providing 
winter care ensures the health of your hardy hibiscus. In 
late fall, apply a layer of mulch around the base to insulate 
the soil and protect the roots from harsh winter condi-
tions.  

Head Over Heels Adore has big flowers with 
a bold presence that adds interest and value 
to any landscape. Photograph by MSU Exten-
sion/Eddie Smith.
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