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Rise and shine! By this time your room should be set 
up, your classes scheduled, your roommate met. 
Your future looms vast and uncertain with 
boundless possibilities. High school mem-
ories, while fresh and warm and com-
fortable, will soon start to fade. You will 
always cherish and long for your best 
friends and first loves from high school. 
Fear not, there are best friends yet to be 
made and first loves to find again.

Back in my days as the dean, I searched 
for and collected devices that I might use in 
teaching a class, counseling a student or 
speaking to a large group. I used mnemon-
ics or acronyms to help students capture 
and remember important lessons. Colloquialisms I found 
quite useful. I employed quotes from scholars and scoun-
drels alike to emphasize a point, admonish a wrong doer 
or quell an argument. All were useful and I hope effective.

The most helpful was the figure of a five-pointed star.
I consistently pointed out to students the value in con-

sidering themselves to be a star. One point of the star is 
academics, one social, one spiritual, one physical, and one 
cultural. When one consistently strives to balance each of 
these areas, the points of star stretch symmetrically from 
the center and when connected become a perfect circle.

Ralph Waldo Emerson observed, “To be a star, you 
must shine your own light, follow your path, and don’t 
worry about the darkness, for that is when the stars shine 
brightest. Always do what you are afraid to do.”

So, freshmen, sharpen your points. Become a star.
Academics are the reason that you are here; go to class, 

prepare for class, control the events in your life, get to 
know your teachers, question everything, and learn, 
not only in the classroom, but outside in your journey 
through the day. Read books, go to lectures, dive into 
deeper and more meaningful conversations. Learn for the 
sake of learning, not for a letter grade. Always remember, 
wisdom trumps knowledge every day!

Sharpening your social point does not mean that 
you MUST go out every night, that you should try 
to break the Fireball shot record, that you should play 
video games until your eyes cross, or that you inces-
santly scroll through social media. Social is about peo-
ple and how to relate to and how to treat them. It’s 
about doing unto others as you would have them do 
unto you. It’s about meeting people who are different 
than you and learning to value them. Social is learn-
ing about and respecting others’ customs and cultures.  

Speak to the loner on your resident hall floor that 
everyone else ignores. Do something good 

for someone else. Watch your manners and 
always write thank-you notes. Be kind to 
people. Heed the words of Maya Ange-
lou, “‘I’ve learned that people will for-
get what you said, people will forget 
what you did, but people will never 
forget how you made them feel.”
Gaining the “freshman fifteen” is cer-

tainly a concern for many college students, 
but sharpening your physical point goes 
well beyond dietary matters. Sure, watch 
what, how much, and when you eat. That’s 
important, but it’s also important to be 

active; walk to class when you can, go to the rec center, 
play an intramural or club sport, join a yoga group, find 
peace and pace on the Whirlpool trails. Make sure you 
get adequate sleep and maintain a rest routine. Naps are 
ok! Be assured that all physical relationships should be 
consensual and that you are prepared for the physical and 
emotional consequences of casual sex. If you choose to 
drink, let alcohol be a complement to your social life not 
the focus of it. Drugs kill, remember that. If you even 
think you have a substance issue, seek help.

You now live in a cultural mecca. Please don’t ignore it. 
Browse Square Books, go to Thacker Mountain Radio or 
a Ford Center performance, read Faulkner under the trees 
at Rowan Oak, go to the Center for the Study of South-
ern Culture, learn to write or paint or play an instrument. 
Study abroad if you have the chance. Go to India night 
or a cricket match. Expand your horizons.

Dear Ole Miss Class of 2028

Dear Ole Miss Class of 2028
 ...continued on page 4

by Sparky Reardon
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THURSDAY 8.22.2024
►Moe’s: BINGO (8 pm)
►Off Square Books: RJ LEE presents The Majestic Leo Marble 

 (5 pm)
►Rooster’s: KARAOKE (9:30 pm–close)
Circle & Square Brewery: YPO Happy Hour (5–7 pm)
Lafayette County Arena: MOBILE FOOD PANTRY (7 am)
The Old Henry: LIVE BAND (7:30–10:30 pm)
Proud Larry’s: ROCKET 88 hosts A Night to Remember JACK SONNI  

(8 pm; free)
South Campus Rec. Center: REBFEST (inflatables, bubble soccer, food 

trucks, DJ, giveaways, job fair; 6–10 pm)

FRIDAY 8.23.2024
HOKA DAYS
►The Powerhouse: DELTA RISING (6 pm; $62)
►The Library: DYLAN MORGAN (9 pm)
►Rafters on the Water: DAVIS COEN (7:00 –10:00 pm)
►Rooster’s: MEMPHIS MOJO (9:30 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Storytime (10:30 am)
Old Armory Pavilion: CARS & COFFEE NIGHT MEET (6 pm)
The Old Henry: DEULING PIANOS (8 pm–midnight)

SATURDAY 8.24.2024
►The Library: DYLAN MORGAN (9 pm)
►Rafters on the Water: HAGGARD COLLINS BAND (7–10 pm)
►Rooster’s: PINK SHEETS (9:30 pm)
►Square Books, Jr.: STORYTIME (10 am)
Midtown Shopping Center: Midtown Farmer’s Market (7–11 am)
The Old Henry: DEULING PIANOS (8 pm–midnight)
Oxford Growler: BARKS & BREWS (4–6 pm)
Tractor Supply: Hot Dog! Adoption and Donation Event (10 am)

SUNDAY 8.25.2024
HOKA DAYS
►The Powerhouse: ANUBIS IMPROV: IT TAKES TWO!  

(7 pm;free)
►Rafters on the Water: JOE AUSTIN & THE TALLAHATCHIES (1–4 pm)

MONDAY 8.26.2024
►Rooster’s: DJ WADE (9 pm–close)
Hometown Pizza (Water Valley): BINGO NIGHT (6:30 pm)
The Lyric: SOUL ASYLUM, CHARLIE MARS

TUESDAY 8.27.2024
►Moe’s: TRIVIA (7 pm)
►Off Square Books: HUSSAIN AHMED + MELISSA GINSBERG for Blue 

Exodus (5:30 pm)
►Old Armory Pavilion: Oxford Community Market (3–6:30 pm)
►Rooster’s: OPEN MIC (9:30 pm)
Hometown Pizza (Water Valley): TUESDAY TRIVIA (6:30 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Baby storytime (9:30 am)
Proud Larry’s: JOJO HERMANN (8 pm)

WEDNESDAY 8.28.2024
►Funkys: LADIES NIGHT
►Moe’s Penny Bar: COMEDY OPEN MIC (9 pm)
►Rooster’s: KARAOKE (9:30 pm)
►Square Books, Jr.: STORYTIME (10 am)
Campus Wines: Wine Tasting (5–7 pm)
Circle & Square Brewing: TRIVIA (7 pm)
Midtown Shopping Center: Midtown Farmer’s Market (7–11 am)
The Old Henry: OPEN MIC NIGHT (7:30–10:30 pm)

THURSDAY 8.29.2024
►Moe’s: BINGO  (8 pm)
►Rooster’s: KARAOKE (9:30 pm)
Ford Center: HEATHER MCMAHAN (7:30 pm)
The Lyric: TAYLOR SWIFT DJ DANCE NIGHT (8 pm)
The Old Henry: LIVE BAND (7:30–10:30 pm)

FRIDAY 8.30.2024
HOKA DAYS
►SECOND LINE & ART SHOWCASE - from The Lyric to the 

Powerhouse (6 pm; free)
►The Library: NEUTRAL SNAP (9 pm)
►Rafters on the Water: DAVIS COEN BAND (7–10 pm)
►Rooster’s: BONEFIRE ORCHESTRA (9:30 pm)
8647 HWY 51S (Coldwater): 74TH ANNUAL GOAT PICNIC (4 pm–till)
Grove Pavilion (University): Trashcan Friday Flow - Yoga in the Grove  

(12:15 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Storytime (10:30 am)
The Old Henry: DEULING PIANOS (8 pm–midnight)
Ole Miss Student Union: Narcan training (4–5 pm)
Proud Larry’s: AMY LAVERE & WILL SEXTON (9 pm; free)
SJB Pavilion (University): BRETT YOUNG, JOSH KELLY, MUSTACHE THE BAND 

(7 pm)

SATURDAY 8.31.2024
VAUGHT-HEMINGWAY STADIUM: OLE MISS VS. FURMAN (6 pm)
►The Library: NEUTRAL SNAP (9 pm)
►Rafters on the Water: OLE MISS FOOTBALL WATCH PARTY 
►Rooster’s: THE CROWNS (9:30 pm)
8647 HWY 51S (Coldwater): 74TH ANNUAL GOAT PICNIC (6 pm–till)
Midtown Shopping Center: Midtown Farmer’s Market (7–11 am)
The Old Henry: DEULING PIANOS (8 pm–midnight)
Proud Larry’s: BOB LOG III (9 pm)

SUNDAY 9.01.2024
►Rafters on the Water: ROCKET 88 (1–4 pm); HAGGARD COLLINS 

TRIO (6–9 pm); 
Proud Larry’s: THE GREAT DYING (9 pm)

MONDAY 8.19.2024
LABOR DAY
►Rooster’s: DJ WADE

TUESDAY 9.02.2024 
►Moe’s: TRIVIA (7 pm)
►Old Armory Pavilion: Oxford Community Market (3–6:30 pm)
►Rooster’s: OPEN MIC NIGHT (9:30 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Baby Storytime (9:30 am); 

Afterschool Zone: Perler Bead Keychains (3:45–4:45 pm)

WEDNESDAY 9.03.2024
►Funkys: LADIES NIGHT
►Moe’s Penny Bar: COMEDY OPEN MIC
►Rooster’s: KARAOKE (9:30 pm)
Campus Wines: Wine Tasting (5–7 pm)
Circle & Square Brewing: TRIVIA (7 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Afterschool Zone: Perler Bead 

Keychains (3:45–4:45 pm)
Midtown Shopping Center: Midtown Farmer’s Market (7–11 am)
The Old Henry: OPEN MIC NIGHT (7:30–10:30 pm)
Proud Larry’s: TOMMY PRINE, ABE PARTRIDGE (9 pm)
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And, lastly, but perhaps most importantly, fine 
tune your spiritual point. The paths to spiritual ful-
fillment are countless. If you’ve found yours, God 
blesses you. Find peace and joy in college knowing 
that whatever power you choose to call it is in con-
trol. As a freshman you will be constantly reminded 
that you are not in control. Give it over to a higher 
power. Seek spiritual guidance, read a holy book, 
go to a worship service. Some fear the quiet, but 
only when we are quiet can we hear God speaking 
to us. Find peace.

It is said that long after a star somewhere mil-
lions of miles distant in the universe explodes and 
ceases to exist, its light reaches the earth for eons 
even after it’s gone.

Go on now; become the star you are meant to 
be so that long after you have gone from this spot 
that ever calls, your light will continue to shine.

Hotty Toddy, The Dean  

Thomas J. “Sparky” Reardon served the  
University of Mississippi as the Dean of Students from 
2000 until 2014. Prior to that he served as coordinator of  
Pre-Admissions, assistant director of Student  
Activities, associate director of Student Services, and  
associate dean of students. Reardon received his BAE from  
Ole Miss in 1972 and his Ph.D. in 2000. He retired 
in 2014. 

Dear Ole Miss Class of 2028
by Sparky Reardon    ...continued from page one



ACROSS
1 Apt. coolers
4 Fishing rod
8 Choir voice
12 New Deal agcy.
13 “Zounds!”
14 Chiefs coach Andy
15 Boring types
17 Tear
18 Bad habit
19 Woodland walks
20 Computer problem
22 Swedish auto
24 Spartan queen
25 Dijon products
29 Tokyo’s historic 
name
30 Quick looks
31 Hasten
32 Sends on, as an 
email
34 Kick back
35 Bee’s home
36 Comic Hedberg
37 Suitor
40 Shakespeare villain
41 Reedy
42 Birds of prey
46 Queue
47 Yankee nickname 
48 Debtor’s letters

49 Makes a 
choice
50 Emmy 
winner Alan
51 Record 
holder?

DOWN
1 Moreover
2 French 
vineyard
3 Surrealist 
Dali
4 Fuzzy fruit
5 Shrek, for 
one
6 Young 
fellow
7 Sheeran 
and Harris
8 Mexican 
shout of joy
9 Onion 
relative
10 Fork part
11 Probability
16 Kudrow of “Friends”
19 Millinery
20 Staff symbol
21 Decorate anew
22 Soft leather

23 Requests
25 TV mogul Griffin
26 Art of speaking
27 Platter
28 Third son
30 Ache
33 Bellyaches
34 Latvia’s capital
36 Tribute maker

37 Normandy battle 
site
38 Use an eggbeater
39 “-- She Sweet”
40 Sport shirt brand
42 Cote cry
43 Internet address
44 Scooby- --
45 Heat source

Here are some games to play, in your free time,

to keep your mind sharp, and focused.
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Answers: 1. Athens, Greece. 2. Dungeons 
& Dragons 3. Sidney Poitier, “Lilies of the 
Field. 4. Rapid transportation. 5. Boston. 6. 
Uber. 7. Vincent van Gogh. 8. Irving Berlin. 
9. Andrew Johnson. 10. Hippopotamus. 

1. GEOGRAPHY: Where is the Parthenon 
located?

2.  TELEVISION: What game are the younger 
characters in “Stranger Things” playing at 
the start of the series?

3. MOVIES: Who was the first African 
American actor to win the Academy Award 
for Best Actor?

4. LITERATURE: What is floo powder used 
for in the “Harry Potter” book series?

5. U.S. CITIES: Which U.S. city’s nickname is 
Beantown?

6. AD SLOGANS: Which ride-share 
company’s slogan is “Move the way you 
want”?

7. ART: Which artist painted a work titled 
“The Potato Eaters”? 

8. MUSIC: Who wrote the song “God Bless 
America”?

9. HISTORY: Who became U.S. president 
after Abraham Lincoln was assassinated?

10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: Which animal can 
hold its breath for up to five minutes 
underwater? ANSWERS BELOW
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than we think we can.” 

— Frida Kahlo
(July 6, 1907 – July 13, 1954)
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Retired Army Lieutenant General H.R. McMas-
ter was interviewed on one of the Sunday morning 
news programs this past week. He held the position 
of United States Security Advisor under Don-
ald Trump from 2017 to 2018. McMaster was 
also active in the Gulf War, Operation Enduring 
Freedom, and Operation Iraqi Freedom.

McMaster was in the process of resigning from 
his security advisor position when then-President 
Donald Trump beat him to the punch and fired 
him. You might say that McMaster was Trumped. 
Three others served in that position in the Trump 
administration, none of them lasting much longer 
than a year.

In the course of his television interview, McMas-
ter referred to a quote that pricked my ears. He said, 
“History doesn’t repeat itself, but it often rhymes.”

This quote has been attributed to Mark Twain 
(Samuel Clemons), by many, though we don’t 
know for certain if he actually said it. Still, it sounds 
a heck of a lot like something Twain would say.

The reason history doesn’t repeat itself is because 
in this realm time marches on. The reason it often 
rhymes is because there are many parallels between 
what has happened in the past and what is happen-
ing in the present.

Students of history can chart counterparts to 
present occurrences to help avoid making the same 
mistakes over and over again. This applies to nearly 
every area of life. What is the importance of this? 
George Santayana, a Spanish-American philoso-
pher born in 1863 said, “Those who do not learn 
from history are condemned to repeat it.” This 
statement has universal application to just about 
every part of our lives.

I recall how in the Academy Award–winning 
movie Patton, General George S. Patton was an 

avid student of war and of the means and methods 
used that won and lost great battles of the past. He 
did not want to repeat the same mistakes of the past 
and he wanted to use the strategies of the victors 
of old.

Robert Wheeler, President of Edison Birthplace 
Assn. Inc. recalled that when Thomas Alva Edison 
was working on the alkaline battery, a newspaper 
reporter asked (paraphrased) “Mr. Edison you have 
failed 10,000 times. When are you going to quit.?” 
Edison reportedly replied “ I haven’t failed 10,000 
times. I know 10,000 things that don’t work. 
Something will work and I will find it.”

So over and over and over again, Edison went 
back to the drawing board to “solve for X” and to 
succeed in his mission. In the end it took nearly 
50,000 experiments and 10 years for Edison to 
make a practical alkaline battery.

My late uncle, Ron Gober, was a NASA engi-
neer on Apollo 11, the first spacecraft to make a 
landing on the surface of the moon. He helped 
develop the timing system for the Lunar Excur-
sion Module (LEM) that took Neil Armstrong 
and Buzz Aldrin from Apollo 11 to the face of the 
moon in 1969. (That technology eventually led to 
the Accutron watch that used a tuning fork to keep 
time accurately.)

Before the Apollo missions there were Mercury 
missions and test pilot flights. After every single one 
of these engineers, scientists, and mathematicians 
painstakingly monitored all parts of the mission and 
went back to the drawing board to improve perfor-
mance and correct errors.

Somewhere in Oxford someone is doing the 
same thing with their cooking. They are trying new 
things, testing them, throwing them in the trash, 
and going back to the drawing board. This is pre-
dominantly how we learn and grow. This is how 
we get better. Doing the same thing over and over 
without searching for the reasons for failing results 
is, at best, folly. We must take a hard look at what 
has and hasn’t worked and go back to the drawing 

board until our project is as perfect as we can make 
it—even in our politics.

On Tuesday, November 5, 2024, we will elect a 
new president. Let’s all make sure we’ve gone back 
to the drawing board and looked at the REAL his-
tory of both our major candidates before we cast 
our ballot.

Failure is instructive. The person who really 
thinks learns quite as much from his failures as 
from his successes.

—John Dewey

…and that’s the View from The Balcony.

Randy Weeks is a Licensed Professional Coun-
selor, a Certified Shamanic Life Coach, an 
ordained minister, a singer-songwriter, an actor, 
and a writer. He has spent a lot of time at the 
drawing board. Randy may be reached at:  
randallsweeks@gmail.com. 

Going Back to the Drawing Board
Local Voices: The View From The Balcony by Randy Weeks
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“Johnny Vaught”
The Father of Ole Miss Football, Johnny Vaught, 

courtesy Ole Miss Athletics.  



Ajax Diner
Mon–Thu: Lunch 11 am–2:30 pm; 

Dinner: 4:30–9 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–9 pm
Delivery: Fetcht 

Big Bad Breakfast
Mon, Wed–Fri: 7 am–1 pm
Sat–Sun: 8 am–2:30 pm
Closed Tue
Early Bird Special:  

Wed & Thur 7–9 am: 10% off

Boure
Mon–Thu: 11 am–10 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–10:30 pm
Bar: Mon–Wed 4 pm–midnight; 

Thu–Fri 4 pm–1 am;  
Sat noon–1 am

Delivery: Fetcht 

City Grocery
Mon–Sat: 
Lunch: 11:30 am–2:30 pm; 
Dinner 6–10 pm; 
Fri & Sat till 10:30 pm
City Grocery Bar
Mon–Sat: 4 pm–till
Happy Hour 4–6 pm: 

M–F $1 off wells & domestics

Funkys
Mon–Thu: 2 pm–1 am 
Fri: noon–1 am; Sat: 11 am–1 am
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Delivery: Fetcht 
Mon: $5 Octanes 
Tue: $5 Grape Gatorade
Wed: LADIES’ NIGHT:  

$5 Skinny Bitches
Thur: $4 domestics

The Library
Mon–Fri: 3 pm–1 am
Sat: 11 am–1 am
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Happy Hour 3–7 pm
Mon–Fri $1 off all drinks

Moe’s BBQ
Mon–Sun: 11 am–10 pm 
Penny Bar open 3 pm
Delivery: Fetcht 
Happy Hour 3–6 pm:  
Mon–Fri 1/2-price apps,  

2-for-1 wells, wines & domestics
Mon: $2 domestics + $1 PBR, 

Tue: TRIVIA + $25 High Noon 
buckets; Wed: COMEDY OPEN 
MIC; Thu: BINGO + $5 
Bushwhackers (7 pm)

OPA!
Tue–Thu+Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–10 pm
$15 Lunch: 11 am–4 pm: 

Tue–Fri: pita wrap, fries + drink)
Happy Hour 3–7 pm:
Tue–Thu $1 off wells, house wine, 

& beer
Tues & Thurs: 2-for-1 Lemonadas 
Wed: 1/2-off house wines & 

Martinis; Fri: $5 Margaritas
Delivery: Fetcht  

Rafters  
on the Water

Mon–Wed: CLOSED
Thu–Fri: 5–10 pm
Sat–Sun: 11 am–10 pm

Southern Coop
Tue–Thu: 11 am–8 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–9 pm
Delivery: Fetcht  

Quack’s
Wed–Thu: 4 pm–1 am
Fri–Sat: 11 am–1 am
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Happy Hour 4–6 pm W–F: 

2-for-1 wells, $1 off all beer
Wed: All Day Happy Hour
Fri: Free Fri-day (Free side of fries 

with hot dog purchase)
Sun: Chicken and Waffles, 

brunch specials

Rooster’s
Mon–Sat: 3 pm–1 am, Sun till 9p
Mon–Fri: $5 Domestics
Mon: $4 Pitchers + $1 Rooster Shot
Tue: 2-for-1s, Wed: $3 Vodka & 

Whiskey, Thu: LADIES NIGHT + 
$1 Lemon Drop + $3 Well Vodka

Sun: $1 Mimosa shots

Tallahatchie 
Gourmet

Mon–Wed: 11 am–2:30 pm
Brunch Sat & Sun  

11:30 am–3 pm
Delivery: Fetcht 

Snackbar
Tue–Thu: 4–10 pm
Fri–Sat: 4–10:30 pm
Happy Hour 4–6 pm: 
$2 domestics, $4 drafts,  

$6 select wines, $8 select 
classic cocktails, small plate & 
oyster specials

Mon: INDUSTRY NIGHT

SoLa
Wed–Sat: 5–9 pm
Sun Brunch: 10:30 am–1:30 pm
Delivery: Fetcht 
Happy Hour 5–6 pm: $5 fresh 

Margaritas & Happy Hour Snacks
Wed: Spaghetti + $5 wine
Thu: Ramen & $5 Rosé

Saint Leo
Tue–Sun: Lunch 11 am–3 pm
Bar & Pizza 3–5 pm
Dinner 5–10 pm
Brunch Sat & Sun: 

10:30 am–3 pm

Happy Hour 3–5 pm  
(Tue–Thu): $10 Pizzas, 
Bubbles + Fries, $6 Wine & 
Cocktails 

Uno Mas
Mon–Sat: 11 am–10 pm
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
late night menu Thu–Sat
Happy Hour 3–6 pm: $2 tacos; 
$5 house Margaritas ($20 
pitchers); 2-for-1 domestics; 1/2-
off appetizers
Tues: HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY, 
Sat: $5 Frozens & $20 Frozen 

pitchers
Sun: Service Industry Sunday

Volta Taverna 
Mon–Thu: 11 am–9 pm;
Fri–Sat: 11 am–9:30 pm;
Happy Hour 4–6 pm:
  $1 off all drinks 
1/2-price Margaritas & 

Mojitos every Mon, Thu & 
Sat 
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EAT IN OXFORD
 DAILY FOOD & DRINK OPTIONS

™

Abner’s
Ajax Diner
B’s BBQ
Bim Bam Burgers
Blind Pig 
Boure
Byrd House Cafe
Casa Mexicana
Chicken on a Stick
Chicken Salad Chick
China Royal
City Hall  

Cheesecake

Chow King
Common Ground
Costa Mexican
El Agave
El Charro
El Mariachi
Fergndans Pizza
First Watch
Fox’s Pizza Den
Funkys
Good Day Cafe
Greenline
Guthrie’s Chicken

H2O
Heartbreak Coffee
Hempville CBD
Honey Baked Ham
Jake’s Craft BBQ
Kabuki
King’s Steakhouse
Krystal
La Perla Tapatia
Lamar Yard
The Landshark
Lenora’s
Living Foods

Lost Pizza
Ming’s Kitchen
Moe’s BBQ
Mugshots
Noodle Bowl 
Oby’s
Ole Coop
OPA!
Oxford Burger  

Company
Oxford Creamery 
Oxford Gourmet
Oxford Nutrition

Phillip’s Grocery
Pizza Den
Pizzashop
Proud Larry’s
R&R Cookies
Raising Cane’s
Rocky Mountain  

Chocolate
Rosati’s
SmallCakes
SoLa
South Depot Taco 
Southern Coop

Steak ‘N Shake
Subway
Tallahatchie  

Gourmet
Tarasque
The Sipp
Taco Shop
Toyo
Venice Kitchen
Walk Ons
Yaya’s
Yugo
and more!

Fetcht.com
Oxford’s Local Food Delivery Service

Over 85+ restaurants delivered to your door, including
Scan code and have 

food delivered!

FETCHT.COM
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Demand for the Australian Eucalyptus with  its attractive 
green, blue, and grey foliage, peaks during the autumn, 
winter, and spring months. The stems are used as “fillers” 
in mixed flower bouquets. This evergreen tree can grow 
up to sixty feet in its natural habitat, but, when planted 
in home gardens, it usually grows 6-10 feet tall. Plant 
eucalyptus trees during spring and feature reddish-brown 
bark peeling on the smaller branches. Eucalyptus leaves 
are typically dark green, glossy, thick, and almost leathery; 
they grow sideways on a straight trunk and produce a 
menthol aroma when bruised. Under adequate conditions, 
eucalyptus trees produce white flowers and gum nut fruit.

More than seven hundred species of Eucalyptus (col-
lectively known as gum trees and belonging to the myrtle 
family) have been described, with all but fifteen of these 
native to Australia. Eucalyptus trees are also highly flam-
mable, so they may not be the best choice if you live in an 
area prone to wildfires. The leaves and bark are very oily, 
which makes them ignite easily.

Varieties
• Eucalyptus gunnii: Also known as cider gum, this spe-

cies has a better cold tolerance than others.
• Eucalyptus nicholii “Angus”: This cold hardy selection 

produces a large, broad-spreading, gracefully weep-
ing, fine-leafed evergreen tree. The attractive bark 
of the tree is fibrous brown with orange highlights.

• Eucalyptus platypus: Also known as moort, this plant 
can tolerate drought, cold, and heavy soils.

• Luna: Hardy in zones 7–8, its most attractive feature 
is the elliptical to oval shaped s i l v e r y - g r e e n 
fragrant leaves that com-
pletely encircle the stem. 
The leaves take on lavender 
and blue shades at times. 
Fuzzy, creamy white flowers 
appear in summer in clusters 
of three.

• Eucalyptus cinerea: Known 
as silver dollar and has blu-
ish coin-shaped leaves that 
makes a perfect addition to cut 
flower arrangements.

Growth Habits
Eucalyptus plants become tall trees when 
grown outdoors, growing up to 8–10 feet 
per year and featuring a distinctive peeling 
bark. Eucalyptuses are evergreens that can live 
up to 250 years in the wild. In the garden, 
plants do not always survive winter but will 
quickly regrow from the roots after a hard freeze. 

Silver dollar tree and cider gum can be grown in the Lower 
South, or Zone 8, but late freezes can damage the plant. 
Eucalyptus is likely to stay the size of a shrub or small tree 
in areas that experience hard frosts.

The immature, round, gray-green leaves found on most 
Eucalyptus houseplants are different from the plant’s typi-
cal mature leaf form. Eucalyptus is a challenging house-
plant that requires plentiful sunlight. Many varieties need 
to experience sharply cooler temperatures in the winter 
during their non-active growth period to maintain good 
health. This non-growth period during lower light condi-
tions allows the plant to gather its strength for the next 
growing season. Without the rest, the plant will weaken 
and be more susceptible to disease.

Miscellaneous
• Soil Preferences: Eucalyptus is best planted in a well-

drained soil with a neutral to acidic pH.
• Planting Depth & Spacing: Eucalyptus is hardy in 

Zones 8–11, with a few varieties hardy in Zone 7. 
When choosing a site location be aware that the bark 
and leaves are toxic to people and the essential oils 
can be toxic to dogs, cats, and horses. These deer-
resistant plants require ten hours of sunlight, choose 
a south-facing site with protection from wind as the 
root base is shallow.

• Watering: Once established, eucalyptus plants can 
be drought-tolerant. How-
ever, it is best to avoid 

being left dry for extended 
periods, or it will drop 

its leaves.
• Fertilizing: Eucalyptus 
plants growing in the ground out-
doors do not require supplemen-

tal fertilizer. In poor, sandy soils, add 
compost to enrich the soil at the time 

of planting. Container plants will deplete 
nutrients; use a low-nitrogen fertilizer only 

during the active growing season.
• Pruning: Prune plants to maintain juvenile 
foliage and a more compact habit. If the end 
of the leading shoot is damaged or pruned 

off, a side shoot will rapidly form the frame-
work needed for a shrub, bush, or standard tree 
by the usual pruning techniques. Because they 

have a fast growth rate, pruning can help contain 
potted specimen temporarily.  

Eucalyptus (Eucalyptus cinerea)
Local Voices: Lafayette County Master Gardeners by Bronwynne Bailey

• When Texas was its own sover-
eign nation in the mid-1800s, it 
briefly had a diplomatic mission 
in Paris.

• In 1939, George Bernard 
Dantzig, a graduate student 
at the University of California, 
Berkeley, arrived late for a sta-
tistics class and copied the two 
problems on the blackboard, 
assuming they were the home-
work, then handed them in a 
few days later. Several weeks 
afterward, he was awakened by 
his professor’s excited knock at 
the door: The “homework” was 
actually unsolved problems in 
statistics that Dantzig had man-
aged to prove.

• Since avocados never ripen 
on trees, farmers can use the 
trees as a way to store and keep 
the fruit fresh for up to seven 
months.

• Maine is the closest U.S. state 
to Africa.

• It’s a sweetly romantic tradition 
for the post offices of Romeo, 
Michigan, and Juliette, Georgia, 
to offer a special dual postmark 
leading up to Valentine’s Day.

• As comedian Bob Hope lay on 
his deathbed in 2003, his wife 
Dolores asked where he’d like 
to be buried. His reply? “Surprise 
me.”

• The three dots on the Domino’s 
Pizza logo represent the chain’s 
three original locations. Co-
founder Tom Monaghan origi-
nally planned to add a new dot 
for every pizzeria he opened.

• Female bats give birth while 
hanging upside down, catching 
the baby in their wings.

• England’s King Richard the 
Lionheart spent a mere six 
months of his 10-year reign in 
England, being there only briefly 
in 1189 and 1194.

• At the end of 1914, when Russia 
was fighting in World War I, the 
country’s army had 6,553,000 
men, but just 4,652,000 rifles.

Thought for the Day: “Happy is the 
person who knows what to remem-
ber of the past, what to enjoy in 
the present and what to plan for 
in the future.”
 —Arnold H. Glasow 
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