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Buckle up for a high-octane ride through the 
South’s shadowed heart
Author C.H. Hooks will be in conversation with John 
T Edge for Hooks’ Can’t Shake the Dust, a Southern 
coming-of-age novel set in the strip malls and racing cir-
cuits of South Georgia. The conversation and signing 
will take place Tuesday, October 15 at 5:30 pm at Off 
Square Books. If you can’t make it, tune in virtually via 
Facebook Live at facebook.com/SquareBooks/.

About the book
“Little” Bill Lemon, III, stands at the crossroads of a 
troubled legacy. From the notorious Monkey Palace, his 
grandfather’s bar, to the enigmatic history of his father, 
Wild, to his mother’s questionable dog-breeding busi-
ness, Little takes to the dirt track every 
Saturday night, racing to outpace the 
looming shadows of his family’s past. 
Behind the wheel of a ramshackle DIY 
car, in a place where scarcity reigns—be 
it money, jobs, food, or even soap to 
cleanse the stubborn Georgia red dirt—
Little teeters on the edge of self-destruc-
tion and redemption. As he navigates 
life on the fringe of Southern back-
roads, the weight of his ancestry threat-
ens to pull him under. Can’t Shake the 
Dust is an exhilarating tale of resilience, 
tenacity, and the indomitable spirit of 
those who dare to race against all odds.

About the author
C.H. Hooks is the author of the novels Alligator Zoo-
Park Magic (2019) and Can’t Shake the Dust (2024). His 
work has appeared in print and online publications 
including: The Los Angeles Review, American Short Fiction, 
Four Way Review, The Tampa Review, and The Bitter South-
erner. He has been a Tennessee Williams Scholar and 
Contributor at Sewanee Writers’ Conference. He can be 
found on the waters around St. Augustine where he 
teaches at Flagler College. 

About the conversation partner
John T. Edge is the author of The PotLikker Papers: A 
Food History of the Modern South, named a best book of 
2017 by NPR, Publisher’s Weekly, and a host of others. 

For twenty-two years, he served as a colum-
nist for the Oxford American, and for three 
years he wrote the United Tastes column for 
the New York Times. He is director of the 
Mississippi Lab in the Department of Writing 
and Rhetoric at the University of Mississippi, 
where his projects include the launch of 
Greenfield Farm Writers Residency. From 
1999 through 2021, he was director of the 
Southern Foodways Alliance. Now retired 
from that position, he occasionally helps the 
SFA with fundraising and special projects. He 
is also the host of the television show True-
South on the SEC Network, ESPN, and 
Hulu. He lives here in Oxford.  

Square Books Presents C.H. Hooks 
for “Can’t Shake the Dust” October 15

Southern Coop, voted Oxford’s Favorite Chicken/
Wings in our Townie Awards year after year, has 
moved from their North Lamar location to 705 Sisk 
Avenue, in the strip with Amore and Golf House.
This new location offers more seating (eventually in-

cluding outdoor dining on the patio), a full bar, and 
the addition of pizza and flatbreads to their extensive 
menu. With over 50 flavors of wing sauce, sandwich-
es, tenders, wraps, salads, and now pizza, Southern 
Coop is a wing lover’s paradise! Family owned for six 
years by Jennifer and James Hudson, Southern Coop 
is a local business worth supporting! They’re open 
Monday through Saturday from 11 am to 9 pm.  
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THURSDAY 10.03.2024
►Moe’s: BINGO (8 pm)
►The Old Henry: LIVE BAND (7:30–10:30 pm)
►The Powerhouse: Thacker Mountain Radio 

featuring author SEAN KELLY for White Noise 
& Lightning: The Continental Drifters Story, music guests  
MIA BORDERS, SILAS CALDWELL (doors 5:30; show 6 pm)

►Rooster’s: KARAOKE (9:30 pm–close)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Afterschool Zone: Buttonmaking 

(3:45 pm); Get Started with Orchids with The Oil Shed’s  
MORGAN MCCOMB (5:30 pm)

The Lyric: SAM BARBER
Nutt Auditorium (University): Guest Artist Recital: DR. ALLISON ADAMS  

(7:30 pm)
Proud Larry’s: HARLEY HOGUE, JOE HOGUE

FRIDAY 10.04.2024
►212 Bramlett Blvd.: TRES PUERTAS 

HOME GALLERY SALE  
(10 am–6 pm)

►The Library: CHANCE CARTER (9 pm)
►The Old Henry: DUELING PIANOS (8 

pm–midnight)
►Rafters: DJ DRUMM
►Rafters on the Water: DAVIS COEN 

BAND (7–10 pm)
►Rooster’s: 12ELEVEN (9:30 pm)
Cambridge Methodist Church (Abbeville): 

First Friday Free Poetry Night  
(6 pm)

Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: 
Storytime (10:30 am); Afterschool Zone: 
Buttonmaking (3:45–4:45 pm)

Proud Larry’s: SLAUGHTER BEACH, DOG, 
RICH RUTH

T.I.N. (Water Valley): Outside the Lines feat. 
MIA BORDERS (7 pm)

SATURDAY 10.05.2024
OLE MISS @ SOUTH CAROLINA (Columbia; 2:30 pm)
►212 Bramlett Blvd.: TRES PUERTAS HOME GALLERY SALE  

(10 am–6 pm) 
►The Library: CHANCE CARTER (9 pm)
►The Old Henry: DEULING PIANOS (8 pm–midnight)
►The Powerhouse: VIVICA VANITY presents OXFORD ALT-

ERCATION NIGHT feat. GOODWIN RANER, SURF WAX, DJ STORY 
(all ages; $12; 5 pm)

►Rafters: DJ DRUMM
►Rafters on the Water: PINK SHEETS (7–10 pm)
►Rooster’s: POOL HALL SPECIALS (9:30 pm)
►Square Books, Jr.: STORYTIME (10 am)
►Voyager’s Rest (Water Valley): CARY HUDSON, GUELEL KUMBA (8 pm)
Midtown Shopping Center: Midtown Farmer’s Market (7–11 am)
Ole Miss Motel: ONE NIGHT STAND ART SHOW (5–9 pm)

SUNDAY 10.06.2024
►Rafters on the Water: JOE AUSTIN & THE TALLAHATCHIES (1–4 pm)

MONDAY 10.07.2024
►Quack’s: COMEDY NIGHT (7 pm); MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL 

WATCH PARTY
►Rooster’s: DJ WADE (9:30 pm)
Hometown Pizza (Water Valley): BINGO NIGHT (6:30 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Pokemon Playdate (3–4 pm); 

Afterschool Zone: Shirts & Sharpies (3:45 pm); Family  
Storytime (5:30 pm)

TUESDAY 10.08.2024
►Moe’s: TRIVIA (7 pm)
►Old Armory Pavilion: Oxford Community Market (3–6:30 pm)
►Rooster’s: OPEN MIC (9:30 pm)
Hometown Pizza (Water Valley): TUESDAY TRIVIA (6:30 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Baby storytime (9:30 am); Art 
with Jan: Pressed Leaf Candle Holders (10:30 am); Afterschool Zone: 
Shirts & Sharpies (3:45 pm); Art with Jan: Pressed Leaf Candle Holders 
(5:30 pm)
University Circle: Operation Immunization Flu Shots (10 am–3 pm)
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WEDNESDAY 10.09.2024
►Funkys: LADIES NIGHT
►Moe’s Penny Bar: COMEDY OPEN MIC (9 pm)
►Rooster’s: KARAOKE (9:30 pm)
►Square Books, Jr.: STORYTIME (10 am)
Campus Wines: Wine Tasting (5–7 pm)
Circle & Square Brewing: TRIVIA (7 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Afterschool Zone: Shirts & 

Sharpies (3:45 pm); Open Mic Night (5:30 pm)
Midtown Shopping Center: Midtown Farmer’s Market (7–11 am)
Nutt Auditorium (University): LMR LIVE! with guest JULIE WILLIAMS (1 pm); 

Songwriter Master Class with JULIE WILLIAMS (7:30 pm)
Proud Larry’s: HOTEL FICTION, GOLDEN TEACHER SOCIETY

THURSDAY 10.10.2024
►Moe’s: BINGO  (8 pm)
►The Old Henry: LIVE BAND (7:30–10:30 pm)
►The Powerhouse: Thacker Mountain Radio SARAHFEST edition 

featuring author M.L. RIO and musical guests ALICE HASEN, 
JULIE WILLIAMS (doors 5:30; show 6 pm)

►Rafters: THE CROWNS (9 pm)
►Rooster’s: KARAOKE (9:30 pm)
Barnard Observatory (University): SouthTalks: Gallery Walk with JENNY 

LABALME (5:30 pm)
Ford Center: UM WIND ENSEMBLE CONCERT (7:30 pm)
The Lyric: 49 WINCHESTER, MATT KOZIOL (8 pm)
Southside Gallery: Artist’s reception for BLAIR HOBBS’s Mudlarkings  

(5–8 pm)
T.I.N. (Water Valley): Woven featuring DAWN DENHAM (6:30 pm doors, 6:45 

pm open mic; 7 pm feat. writer)

FRIDAY 10.11.2024
►The Library: JOEY BORETTI EXPERIENCE (9 pm)
►The Old Henry: DUELING PIANOS (8 pm–midnight)
►Rafters: DJ DRUMM
►Rafters on the Water: OPIE & THE BOYS (7–10 pm)
►Rooster’s: PINK SHEETS (9:30 pm)
Proud Larry’s: CAPTAIN MIDNIGHT BAND (8 pm)

SATURDAY 10.12.2024
OLE MISS @ LSU (Baton Rouge; 6:30 pm)
►The Library: JOEY BORETTI EXPERIENCE (9 pm)
►The Old Henry: DUELING PIANOS (8 pm–midnight)
►Rafters: DJ DRUMM
►Rafters on the Water: HAGGARD COLLINS BAND (7–10 pm)
►Rooster’s: REECE (9:30 pm)
►Square Books, Jr.: STORYTIME (10 am)
Midtown Shopping Center: Midtown Farmer’s Market (7–11 am)
Proud Larry’s: HARTLE ROAD, E-METERS

SUNDAY 10.13.2024
►Old Armory Pavilion: OXFORD ON SKATES (BYOSkates, 3:30–5 pm)
►Rafters on the Water: ROCKET 88 (1–4 pm)
Exploradora Coffee: PETER MULVEY (6 pm)
Kennon Observatory (University): Astronomy Open House (7–8:30 pm)
Proud Larry’s: AMERICAN AQUARIUM

MONDAY 10.14.2024
►Rooster’s: DJ WADE
Nutt Auditorium (University): UM 

SAXOPHONE Studio Recital (7:30 
pm)

TUESDAY 10.15.2024 
►Moe’s: TRIVIA (7 pm)
►Off Square Books: C.H. HOOKS in conversation with JOHN T. 

EDGE for Can’t Shake the Dust (5:30 pm)
►Old Armory Pavilion: Oxford Community Market (3–6:30 pm)
►Rooster’s: OPEN MIC NIGHT (9:30 pm)
Hometown Pizza (Water Valley): TUESDAY TRIVIA (6:30 pm)
Nutt Auditorium (University): UM Faculty Chamber Recital: YOOJUNG KIM 

(7:30 pm)

WEDNESDAY 10.16.2024
►Funkys: LADIES NIGHT
►Moe’s Penny Bar: COMEDY OPEN MIC
►Rooster’s: KARAOKE (9:30 pm)
►Square Books, Jr.: STORYTIME (10 am)
Campus Wines: Wine Tasting (5–7 pm)
Circle & Square Brewing: TRIVIA (7 pm)
Midtown Shopping Center: Midtown Farmer’s Market (7–11 am)

THURSDAY 10.17.2024
►Moe’s: BINGO (8 pm)
►The Lyric: Thacker Mountain Radio featuring author DIANE 

C. MCPHAIL for Follow the Stars Home, musical guests RUST 
COLLEGE A’CAPELLA CHOIR, FERAL KYTTY  
(doors 5:30; show 6 pm)

►The Old Henry: LIVE BAND 
(7:30–10:30 pm)

►Rooster’s: KARAOKE (9:30 pm–
close)

City Hall Pocket Park: 3rd Thurs. Music 
in the Park: THE DOO-VAYS (5 pm)

Ford Center: OUR PLANET LIVE Lecture 
Series with DAN TAPSTER (7:30 pm)

Oxford Conference Center: CITY OF 
OXFORD TRUNK OR TREAT (5–7 pm)

T.I.N. (Water Valley): Oxford Comedy 
Presents NICO PEREZ, KAT DREHER 
(8 pm)  
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TICKETS NOW ON SALE for Blithe Spirit by Noël Coward
October 18 @ 7:30 pm
October 19 @ 2 pm and 7:30 pm
The Powerhouse, 413 South 14th St., Oxford, Miss.
A smash comedy hit in London and New York, this much-revived classic from the 
playwright of Private Lives concerns a fussy, cantankerous novelist who has remar-
ried but finds himself haunted (literally) by the ghost of his late first wife—and the 
fun begins! Written during the London Blitz of 1941, Blithe Spirit has remained 
popular for over eight decades, has been nominated for eight Tony awards, and 
warmed the hearts of theatergoers everywhere.

Theatre Oxford’s production is directed by Jackie Daniels and features perfor-
mances by local actors Paula ET Stack, Tori Hutchinson, Jacob Hall, David 
James Hamilton, Alyssa Lee, Jaime Gritter, and Jules Mikell.

Get your tickets online now at OxfordArts.com/theatreoxford, and get ready for 
some hilarious and spooky fun!  

Send your events to The Local Voice for inclusion in Roundabout Oxford®: email Editor-in-Chief Nature Humphries at nature@thelocalvoice.net

Oxford, Mississippi 
subscribe to

 The Local Voice 
Weekly Dispatch



ACROSS
1 Buddy
4 Rm. coolers
7 Bashes
12 Epoch
13 Speck
14 Mowing sites
15 Goal
16 Handel 
compositions
18 Author Harper
19 Purse part
20 Trudge
22 Mess up
23 Prejudice
27 Mardi Gras VIP
29 Borneo beasts
31 Pocket breads
34 Harley rider
35 Delphi figure
37 In shape
38 Title for Helen 
Mirren
39 Gorilla
41 Wild guess
45 Cornell and Yale, 
e.g.
47 E.T.’s craft
48 Citrus drink
52 Carnival city
53 Sal of “Exodus”

54 Just out
55 Rage
56 Croc’s kin
57 Hosp. areas
58 Homer’s 
neighbor

DOWN
1 Daily trio
2 Disney 
mermaid
3 Star’s bit part
4 Big fusses
5 Brain layer
6 Fab Four 
drummer
7 Dud
8 Hearing thing
9 Prefix with 
night
10 Rock 
producer Brian
11 Snake’s warning
17 Tropical tuber
21 Preprandial prayer
23 Entices
24 Pen filler
25 Get older
26 Old map letters
28 Immigrant’s subj.
30 Hitter’s stat

31 Group of seals
32 Nest egg acronym
33 Highland hat
36 Roof overhang
37 Birdseed holder
40 Steinway product
42 Shroud city
43 Blazing
44 Greeted a bully
45 Borodin’s “Prince 

--”
46 Gives a darn?
48 Texter’s “Heavens!”
49 Estuary
50 Busy insect
51 Opposite of paleo-

Here are some games to play, in your free time,
to keep your mind sharp, and focused.
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Solutions to puzzles are inside 
The Local Voice 

Digital Edition sent every 
Thursday to subscribers. 

Subscribe FREE at 
TheLocalVoice.net or

scan this QR code to subscribe.
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Last month, Visit Oxford announced the 
music lineup for the inaugural Square Jam 
Session concert on the Courthouse Square, 
which will run from 5 to 9 pm Friday, 
October 25.
The free event will usher in a big foot-
ball weekend, as Ole Miss extends the 
Oklahoma Sooners a welcome to the 
Southeast Conference.
A stage will be set up in the parking bay in 
front of City Hall, where the University bas-
ketball teams have put on Square Jam over the 
past several years. The live music, food, and 
community celebration will feature perfor-
mances from local bands Neon Junkies and 
Thistle Ridge, as well as prominent, eclectic 
country singer/songwriter Maggie Rose.

Along with three strong musical acts, there will be food 
trucks nearby serving refreshments to round out a perfect 
night in the heart of town.
“We are so excited to welcome Oklahoma into the SEC,” 
said Kinney Ferris, Executive Director for Visit Oxford. 
“In their first year, these fans will get to experience Oxford 
at its finest.”

Maggie Rose returns to the Square
Since performing at Double Decker Arts Festival in 
2022, Nashville artist Maggie Rose has gained consider-
able momentum in her field. After spending days, weeks, 
and sometimes months on end touring, it’s no wonder.

“I feel like an intruder in my own home right now,” 
she joked.

Rose also released an album in April that has 
already captured the attention of a large swath 

of the record industry and is sure to 
become a career landmark.
Her fourth effort, No One Gets Out Alive, 
is a musical reflection of Rose’s past 
several years in more ways than one. 
Like many artists, she took a hard nose 
to the challenges of remote recording, 
which every professional musician has 
had to adapt to in one way or another.

Also having suffered personal losses, 
she found herself coming to grips 
with “the inevitable unpredictability 
of life,” which drove Rose to the real-
ization that she could no longer wait 
for an ideal set of circumstances to 

prepare for a new record.
Getting an album started in the lean days of Covid had 

its hurdles, but there were also plenty of skilled players 
looking for studio work during that time, because live 
shows were scarce.

One positive byproduct of remote recording for Rose 
was being able to implement a 64-piece orchestra on some 
tracks, which she said was a feat that may not have hap-
pened under normal circumstances and was a “doubling 
down” on the idea of going all-in on a record.

Free Concert on The Square October 25:
Square Jam Session will feature Maggie 
Rose, Neon Junkies, and Thistle Ridge

by Davis Coen

Local Concerts
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Rose’s bullish approach to putting the album 
together, in collaboration with composer and 
arranger Don Hart, was a huge factor in making 
it become a strong hark back to the Laurel Canyon, 
California, sounds of the late-’60s/early-’70s 
popularized by artists like Joni Mitchell and 
Carole King.

“Thematically, I wanted to make something for 
myself that would help me kind of process some 
loss and growth,” said Rose, “and also help people 

who’d been collectively through what we all were 
going through.”

She considers herself very “album forward” when 
it comes to conceptualizing a project, which is 
increasingly rare in this age of streaming music. 
Also, writing the album in a period of six months 
helped add “cohesion to the record,” and made the 
songs “inherently linked together.”

Although Rose enjoys performing certain new 
songs in her live set—particularly the title track, 
which she sang phenomenally during her 100th 
Opry performance last December—she still main-
tains that they are “stronger when bundled together.”

Her connection to Oxford now reaches back to the 
2010s, when she began dating her now-husband, 
Ole Miss graduate, accomplished drummer, and 
talent manager, Austin Marshall. Marshall invited 
her to catch his band Dickey Do & the Don’ts 
(AKA the 4th Best Country Band in North Mis-
sissippi) play a show at Proud Larry’s.

Rose liked the environment so much at Larry’s 
that she booked her own gig there shortly after, 
which fell on a football home game weekend. “Even 
though it was definitely a party atmosphere, I feel 
like we had a really engaged audience,” she said.

Reflecting on her ’22 Double Decker perfor-
mance, Maggie recalled the thrill of seeing the leg-
endary R&B/gospel singer Mavis Staples standing 
on stage right watching her band’s set.

She also had a memorable show at The Lyric, 
which was capped off by the audience being holed 
up in the historic theater by a tornado warning.

“We were all in it together,” she said, “and I feel 
like everyone—given it could have turned into 
panic—was pretty cool, and we had a great night.” 
She recalls it as the first time her band performed 
“No One Gets Out Alive,” which thankfully didn’t 
turn out to be an ominous foreshadowing.

“The Square is such a great place for gathering 
any time of year, not just football season,” she said. 
And, she had bought her favorite pair of cowboy 
boots at Hinton & Hinton on Courthouse Square, 
nearby the Jam Session stage.

Two great local bands take part
The night of music begins at 5 pm with a new-

comer to the Oxford music scene, Neon Junkies, 
who have been called “Oxford’s freshest country 
and western swing band.”

Led by the talented Jameson Hollister on guitar, 
vocals, and fiddle, and accompanied by seasoned, top 
notch players Jesse Pinion (guitar), Eric Carlton 
(piano), Bradley Gordon (drums), Kell Kellum 
(pedal steel guitar), and Nate Robbins (bass), 
Neon Junkies play so many upbeat country classics 
back-to-back that folks on the dancefloor are bound 
to two-step their boots off.

The powerhouse group performs hip-shaking 
favorites by George Strait, Vince Gill, Waylon 
Jennings, and Alan Jackson topped with their own 
North Mississippi special sauce.

Neon Junkies are followed by Thistle Ridge, 
who have been carving out their way in the Oxford 
music scene since they began doing live perfor-
mances in mid-2022.

The band, whose core is made up of two Oxford 
High School graduates, Lucas McKeown and 
Cole Campbell, recently released an EP, titled I 
Hope You Know.

Not only has Thistle Ridge performed their 
rootsy, vocal harmony-driven set at local Oxford 
venues, but they’ve also built a solid network 
throughout the Southeast. 

Davis Coen is a writer and musician in Oxford, Mississippi.
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LOCAL CONCERTS

Square Jam Session 10/25 continued from page 7

Neon Junkies
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AARON HAMILTON
at McEwen’s

Hometown: Clarksdale, Mississippi, the “Home of 
the Blues”

Zodiac sign: Sagittarius
Are you a student? Not currently. I started at Delta 

State University and also went to The University of 
Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg.

What are your specialties? My favorite question is 
“surprise me.” I love it, but I’m known for my frosty 
Martinis and classic Old Fashioneds.

What is your most essential bar tool? My Boston 
Shaker, because without it I couldn’t create any of 
my cocktails.

Most craved mid-shift snack: I am a French fry goblin! 
During mid-shift I’ll go to the back and get some by 
chef Eric Tate—he makes the best French fries.

Who is the most famous customer you’ve served? 
Most famous is Morgan Freeman. I’ve served him a 
couple of times. And Kal Penn—I was trying to be cool 
and make it a regular day for him but inside I wanted 
to talk to him about everything he’s done.

What’s on your favorite playlist right now? I create 
all the playlist at McEwen’s, and my favorite two artist 
on the playlists are The Dip and Vulfpeck.

What’s the best movie you’ve seen lately? I just saw 
Cuckoo with Hunter Schafer from Euphoria, and it’s 
absolutely unhinged.

What is your favorite sport & team? College football. 
I get really invested, and of course it’s Ole Miss.

Have you read any good books lately? I’m currently 
listening to No Country for Old Men by Cormack 

McCarthy. It is a a thriller and the book is way better 
than the movie

What is your favorite bar in the world? It doesn’t 
exist anymore—it was called The Thirsty Hippo (in 
Hattiesburg). It was a classic bar, and I saw the best 
concerts of my life there.

Tell us about your most memorable night in Oxford: 
I’ve been here for 14 years, but the most memorable 
night was when we beat Alabama at home and we 
tore down the goal posts and marched them through 
the Square. The town was electric, and the vibes 
were immaculate.

What’s the best band you’ve ever seen in Oxford? 
I love music. The best band I’ve seen is the Wood 
Brothers or Bela Fleck.

What do you like best about living in Oxford? I like 
that it feels like we live in a postcard and that it is sim-
ple, peaceful, beautiful, and it feels like home imme-
diately for everyone. That’s why I think people fall in 
love with this place.

Who is your all-time favorite Rebel? I gotta go with 
Eli Manning. He’s a legend, he is fun and funny, and 
he was an incredible quarterback.

Where’s your favorite place to go on a road trip? 
Either New Orleans or Chattanooga. I go there the 
most and have the best time.

If you could have a drink with anyone, who would 
it be and what are you pouring? Quentin Tarantino. 
I would be pouring two glasses of Green Chartreuse 
on a big rock, and we’d talk about old movies.  

Drink of 
the Month

photo by Phoebe Cram
er

Roses in Aruba (McEwen’s)
Ingredients: Empress Elderflower Rose gin, a fresh 

pineapple and orange zest cordial, and fresh lem-
onade.

How often do you serve this drink? It’s one of our 
top-selling drinks.

What inspired this drink? I wanted to blend floral 
and tropical flavor components.  

photo by Phoebe Cramer
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Local Voices: Lafayette County Master Gardeners by Bronwynne Bailey

Lafayette County Master Gardener 
Association 2024 Fall Lecture

The Lafayette County Master Gardeners are 
hosting a Fall Lecture on Saturday, October 19th 
from 9:30 am until 11 am. The presentation is in 
two parts and will be held at the Lafayette Coun-
ty-MSU Extension Office at 70 F. D. Buddy 
East Parkway. The program is FREE and open to 
the public. If you have any questions, contact the 
Lafayette County Master Gardeners at lcmga38@
gmail.com. Doors open at 9:00 am for registration 
and refreshments. 

Name of presentations: The Flora of Yoknapa-
tawpha, The Making of the Faulkner Literary 
Garden, and Living with Natives and Nature’s 
Most Important Plant. 

Presenter: Sherra Owen 
Shera is a Mississippi Master Naturalist, a Master 

Gardener, a member of the Garden Clubs of Mis-
sissippi, the Mississippi Native Plant Society and 
curator of the William Faulkner Literary Garden. 
Sherra is a Garden Lecture Series speaker and has 
been a popular native plant educator, tour guide 
and speaker since 1986. 

Read more at TheLocalVoice.net.



Answers: 1. Beauty and the Beast 2. Northern 
Lights 3. Thomas Jefferson 4. Indian Ocean  
5. Aretha Franklin 6. Substitute teacher  
7. Zero 8. Tom Marvolo Riddle 9. Basenji  
10. Robert Frost, “Nothing Gold Can Stay.” 

1. MOVIES: Which animated 
film was the first to be 

nominated for an Academy 
Award for Best Picture?

2. SCIENCE: What is a common 
name for the Aurora Borealis?

3. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the 
third U.S. president?

4. GEOGRAPHY: Where are the 
Maldives (islands) located?

5. MUSIC: Who was the first woman 
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame?

6. TELEVISION: What is Dorothy’s job 
on The Golden Girls?

7. MATH: Which number doesn’t have 
a Roman numeral equivalent?
8. LITERATURE: In the Harry Potter 
series of novels, what was Lord 
Voldemort’s name before he 
changed it?

9. ANIMAL KINGDOM: Which dog 
breed doesn’t “bark”?

10. FAMOUS QUOTES: Who wrote the 
poetic line about fall, “Nature’s first 
green is gold”? ANSWERS BELOW
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“If you can’t get out 
of something, 

get into it.”
 — Kris Kristofferson

(June 22, 1936 – 
September 28, 2024)
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I’m in the process of divesting myself of “stuff ” 
I no longer need but still want. I sure will feel bet-
ter once that job is done. As a sentimental man a 
lot of the things I’m tossing mean 
something to me, like the baseball 
signed by my Little League team 
when I was about thirteen and 
was in the hospital for an appen-
dectomy. Some would call what 
I’m doing “decluttering.” Not I. 
There is very little actual clutter in 
my boxes, rather a treasure trove of 
precious memories.

When I touch these things I feel 
their energy—mostly positive, 
some negative, and others bitter-
sweet. I sometimes laugh, some-
times cry, and most 
often I take comfort 
because of my attach-
ment to the experiences 
they represent. I know 
I am not alone in this, 
for almost everyone 
who recalls their past 
has emotions that sur-
face. For the few who 
don’t—well, I feel sorry 
for them.

Going through my 
memorabilia re-members my life’s story. As a senior 
adult with decades of life with its comings and 
goings, my memories are filtered through a differ-
ent lens than when I was young. I now know much 

of the back story of notes and documents about my 
birth and early years, pictures, birthday cards, and 
those of my family. I am rediscovering our lives in a 

whole new way.
I was the youngest of four born to 

my parents. As of June of this year 
my parents and all of my siblings have 
died. In fact, the day this column is 
published I will be in Dal-
las to sing and speak at my 
sister Nancy’s memorial 
service. When I look at the 
old photographs, today I 
know most of the stories of 
their lives.

I can see many of Mama 
and Daddy’s own emo-
tional scars as well as their 

accomplishments. As a result I 
understand them in such a different light, 
especially regarding the meaning behind 
some of my negative experiences of grow-
ing up under their parentage. Knowing 
from whence they came, I have forgiven 
them for things they really didn’t need 
forgiveness for. As a 
father I can look at 
my own parenting 
mistakes and better 
understand theirs.

Buddhism tells us that 
most, if not all, of our suffer-
ing comes from our attach-
ments to people, things, 
expectations, etc. When we 
cling to those things they 
cling to us. As I go through 
my old possessions, I’m again 
learning the art of letting go. 
I can let myself be immersed 
in my connection to my possessions, bless them, 
and release them. I cannot forget the unpleasant 

parts of my life, though I sometimes wish I could, 
but I can commit my experiences fully to my heart 

and soul where they can always 
pitch their tent.

In his exceptional epic song 
“Moses,” the Christian singer/
songwriter Ken Medema wrote of 
the rod of Moses and his attachment 
to it. Search for it online. It is well 
worth the listen.
“What do you hold in your 
hands today?

To what or whom are you bound?
Are you willing to give it all to God right now?
Give it up. Let it go. Throw it down.”*

The late, great Kris Kristofferson wrote in his 
song, “Me and Bobby McGee,” that “Freedom’s 
just another word for nothin’ left to lose.”

As I go through my life in 
boxes, I practice letting go. 
Sometimes letting go brings 
us freedom and peace. That 
is where I hope this journey 
will lead.

…and that’s the View from 
The Balcony.

Randy Weeks is a Licensed 
Professional Counselor, a Cer-
tified Shamanic Life Coach, 
an ordained minister, singer-
songwriter, actor, and writer. He 
mourns the death of Kris Kristof-

ferson, one of the most influential singer/songwriters in 
his own songwriting. Rest in peace, Kris. Rest in peace. 
Randy may be reached at: randallsweeks@gmail.com.

*“Moses” by Ken Medema. Copywrite Word Music, 
LLC 

My Life in Boxes
Local Voices: The View From The Balcony by Randy Weeks
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“1898 Ole Miss 
Football Team”

James Bell, back row, second from right.
“While the wreck changed his life, he was not de-

feated. He was unable to teach, or work from his 
office, but continued on as Dean of the School of 
Education for the next 14 years, serving for 24 years 
in total, longer than any other educator to hold the 
position.” —Campbell McCool  



Ajax Diner
Mon–Thu: Lunch 11 am–2:30 pm; 

Dinner: 4:30–9 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–9 pm
Bar open Fri & Sat w/ late 

night menu 9 pm–1 am
Delivery: Fetcht 

Big Bad Breakfast
Mon, Wed–Fri: 7 am–1 pm
Sat–Sun: 8 am–2:30 pm
Closed Tue
Early Bird Special:  

Wed & Thur 7–9 am: 10% off

Boure
Mon–Thu: 11 am–10 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–10:30 pm
Bar: Mon–Wed 4 pm–midnight; 

Thu–Fri 4 pm–1 am;  
Sat noon–1 am

Delivery: Fetcht 

City Grocery
Mon–Sat: 
Lunch: 11:30 am–2:30 pm; 
Dinner 6–10 pm; 
Fri & Sat till 10:30 pm
City Grocery Bar
Mon–Sat: 4 pm–till
Happy Hour 4–6 pm: 

M–F $1 off wells & domestics

Funkys
Mon–Thu: 2 pm–1 am 
Fri: noon–1 am; Sat: 11 am–1 am
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Delivery: Fetcht 
Mon: $5 Octanes 
Tue: $5 Grape Gatorade
Wed: LADIES’ NIGHT:  

$5 Skinny Bitches
Thur: $4 domestics

The Library
Mon–Fri: 3 pm–1 am
Sat: 11 am–1 am
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Happy Hour 3–7 pm
Mon–Fri $1 off all drinks

McCormick’s
Mon–Sat: Breakfast: 6:30–11 am; 
Lunch: 11 am–2 pm;
Wed–Sat: Dinner: 2–9 pm 
Bar: 2 pm–till
Sun: 6:30 am–2 pm
10% UM discount

Moe’s BBQ
Mon–Sun: 11 am–10 pm 
Penny Bar open 3 pm
Delivery: Fetcht 
Happy Hour 3–6 pm:  
Mon–Fri 1/2-price apps,  

2-for-1 wells, wines & domestics
Mon: $2 domestics + $1 PBR,
Tue: TRIVIA + $25 High Noon 

buckets
Wed: COMEDY OPEN MIC
Thu: BINGO + $5 Bushwhackers 

(7 pm)

OPA!
Tue–Thu+Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–10 pm
$15 Lunch: 11 am–4 pm: 

Tue–Fri: pita wrap, fries + drink)
Happy Hour 3–7 pm:
Tue–Thu $1 off wells, house wine, 

& beer
Tues & Thurs: 2-for-1 Lemonadas 
Wed: 1/2-off house wines & 

Martinis; Fri: $5 Margaritas
Delivery: Fetcht  

The Old Henry
Wed–Fri: 5 pm–1 am
Sat: midnight–1 am
Brunch Sun: 11 am–3 pm;  

bar open later. Live music 
11:30–2:30

Happy Hour 6–8 pm Thu:  
1/2-priced cocktails & wine

Quack’s
Mon: 4 pm–close
Tues: CLOSED
Wed–Thu: 4 pm–1 am
Fri–Sat: 11 am–1 am
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Happy Hour 4–6 pm Th–F: 

2-for-1 wells, $1 off all beer
Mon: COMEDY & FOOTBALL + 

$1 drafts
Wed: All Day Happy Hour
Fri: Free Fri-day
Sun: Brunch specials

Rafters  
on the Square

Sun–Mon: CLOSED
Wed–Fri: 5 pm–1 am
Sat: noon–1 am
Fri & Sat: DJ DRUMM  

+ $2 White Claws

Rafters  
on the Water

Mon–Wed: CLOSED
Thu–Fri: 5–10 pm
Sat–Sun: 11 am–10 pm

Tallahatchie 
Gourmet

Mon–Wed: 11 am–2:30 pm
Brunch Sat & Sun  

11:30 am–3 pm
Delivery: Fetcht 

Rooster’s
Mon–Sat: 3 pm–1 am, Sun till 9p
Mon–Fri: $5 Domestics
Mon: $4 Pitchers + $1 Rooster Shot
Tue: 2-for-1s, Wed: $3 Vodka & 

Whiskey, Thu: LADIES NIGHT + 
$1 Lemon Drop + $3 Well Vodka

Sun: $1 Mimosa shots

Southern Coop
New Location: 705 Sisk Ave.
Mon–Sat: 11 am–9 pm
Delivery: Fetcht  

Saint Leo
Tue–Sun: Lunch 11 am–3 pm
Bar & Pizza 3–5 pm
Dinner 5–10 pm
Brunch Sat & Sun: 

10:30 am–3 pm
Happy Hour 3–5 pm  

(Tue–Thu): $10 Pizzas, 
Bubbles + Fries, $6 Wine & 
Cocktails

Snackbar
Tue–Thu: 4–10 pm
Fri–Sat: 4–10:30 pm
Happy Hour 4–6 pm: 
$2 domestics, $4 drafts,  

$6 select wines, $8 select 
classic cocktails, small plate & 
oyster specials

Mon: 
INDUSTRY 
NIGHT

SoLa
Wed–Sat: 5–9 pm
Sun Brunch: 10:30 am–1:30 pm
Delivery: Fetcht 
Happy Hour 5–6 pm: $5 fresh 

Margaritas & Happy Hour Snacks
Wed: Spaghetti + $5 wine
Thu: Ramen & $5 Rosé

Uno Mas
Mon–Sat: 11 am–10 pm
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
late night menu Thu–Sat
Happy Hour 3–6 pm: $3 tacos; 
$6 house Margaritas ($20 
pitchers); 2-for-1 domestics; 1/2-
off appetizers
Tues: HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY, 
Sat: $5 Frozens & $20 Frozen 

pitchers
Sun: Service Industry Sunday

Volta Taverna 
Mon–Thu: 11 am–9 pm;
Fri–Sat: 11 am–9:30 pm;
Happy Hour 4–6 pm:
  $1 off all drinks 
1/2-price Margaritas & 

Mojitos every Mon, Thu & 
Sat 

© 2024 Rayburn Publishing, Oxford, Mississippi. 
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EAT IN OXFORD
 DAILY FOOD & DRINK OPTIONS

™

Abner’s
Ajax Diner
B’s BBQ
Bim Bam Burgers
Blind Pig 
Boure
Byrd House Cafe
Casa Mexicana
Chicken on a Stick
Chicken Salad Chick
China Royal
City Hall  

Cheesecake

Chow King
Common Ground
Costa Mexican
El Agave
El Charro
El Mariachi
Fergndans Pizza
First Watch
Fox’s Pizza Den
Funkys
Good Day Cafe
Greenline
Guthrie’s Chicken

H2O
Heartbreak Coffee
Hempville CBD
Honey Baked Ham
Jake’s Craft BBQ
Kabuki
King’s Steakhouse
Krystal
La Perla Tapatia
Lamar Yard
The Landshark
Lenora’s
Living Foods

Lost Pizza
Ming’s Kitchen
Moe’s BBQ
Mugshots
Noodle Bowl 
Oby’s
Ole Coop
OPA!
Oxford Burger  

Company
Oxford Creamery 
Oxford Gourmet
Oxford Nutrition

Phillip’s Grocery
Pizza Den
Pizzashop
Proud Larry’s
R&R Cookies
Raising Cane’s
Rocky Mountain  

Chocolate
Rosati’s
SmallCakes
SoLa
South Depot Taco 
Southern Coop

Steak ‘N Shake
Subway
Tallahatchie  

Gourmet
Tarasque
The Sipp
Taco Shop
Toyo
Venice Kitchen
Walk Ons
Yaya’s
Yugo
and more!

Fetcht.com
Oxford’s Local Food Delivery Service

Over 85+ restaurants delivered to your door, including
Scan code and have 

food delivered!

FETCHT.COM
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• There’s a surgical procedure 
called selective amygdalohippo-
campectomy that removes half of 
the brain’s amygdala -- and with 
it, much of the patient’s sense 
of fear.

• Obituary writers have their own 
awards, which are called The 
Grimmys.

• Londoners in the 1600s were 
advised to keep “fart jars” -- con-
sisting of trapped fart odors -- on 
hand to combat bubonic plague. 
The idea was that the potent 
smell would somehow purify the 
air!

• During World War II, the term 
“security blanket” was slang for 
measures meant to keep military 
information secret, or covered up.

• Future Martians might marvel 
at the Valles Marineris (a.k.a. 
Mariner Valley) the same way 
Earthlings marvel at the Grand 
Canyon. The huge rift is more 
than eight times the length of the 
Grand Canyon, and four times as 
deep.

• The Eiffel Tower leans slightly 
toward the shade on sunny days.

• Forbes estimates that Barbie’s 
Dream House would be worth 
around $16 million if it were real. 
The three-story house has seven 
rooms, an elevator, a garage and 
a pool.

• A game show in Japan featured 
one item in a room that was 
replaced with a look-alike item 
made of chocolate or other candy. 
Contestants would try to find it by 
biting into various objects.

• The ancient Greeks believed that 
pearls were the hardened tears 
of joy from Aphrodite, the god-
dess of love. 

• Elton John has pianos named 
after Aretha Franklin, Nina Sim-
one, and Diana Krall.

• There’s a five-story, blood-red 
waterfall in Antarctica.

Thought for the Day: “The great-
ness of a man lies not in how much 
wealth he acquires, but in his integ-
rity and his ability to affect those 
around him positively.” 

– Bob Marley 
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Read More at TheLocalVoice.net
Local Headlines

Professor’s Photogra-
phy Selected for Interna-
tional Exhibition in NYC
‘We Are Here: Scenes from the 
Streets’ opens Sept 26 at Inter-
national Center of Photography
Pulitzer Prize finalist and renowned 
National Geographic contributing 
photographer Maggie Steber, a friend 
and mentor to Charlot, called the Ole 
Miss professor “a brave, committed 
warrior whose storytelling photo-
graphs inform and change us to the 
point where we cannot look away.”

Ole Miss Experts Instruct 
Public School Teachers on 
AI Best Practices
What began as an effort to advise 
University of Mississippi writing 
faculty on artificial intelligence use in 
the classroom has expanded to reach 
regional K-12 teachers this fall.

Nominate Your Pick for 
the 2025 Common Read-
ing Experience Book
A University of Mississippi commit-
tee is soliciting nominations for the 
2025 Common Reading Experi-
ence selection, the book that will be 
delivered to each incoming freshman 
and transfer student before the fall 
2025 semester.

Longtime Ole Miss Sup-
porters Fund New Student, 
Faculty Endowments
Rosemary and Sandy Williams, who 
have been active in various commu-
nity-building initiatives over the 
years, are giving $250,000 for Uni-
versity of Mississippi student scholar-
ships and faculty support.

Know Your Bartender: Gar-
rett Holland of Rafters + 
The Old Henry
by Phoebe Cramer

Museum of Natural Sci-
ence to Host Mississippi 
Archaeology Expo on 
October 12
The Expo is the Mississippi Archae-
ological Association’s annual free, 
family-friendly event that helps to 
educate the public on American 
Indian cultural heritage in Mississippi.

Delta Blues Museum to 
Unveil New Permanent 
Sculpture Exhibit
The metal sculptor and author will be 
on hand to discuss his Blues Portraits 
in Steel sculpture series, on permanent 
display in the Delta Blues Museum.

Professor Uses STEM to 
Help Solve Food Security 
in Mississippi
David H. Holben nets NIH fund-
ing, White House recognition.

University of Missis-
sippi Theatre Professor 
Awarded Mississippi Arts 
Commission Fellowship
Lauren Bone Noble to tackle various 
creative projects with support.

Oxford CBD Store Owners 
Arrested for Violating  
Medical Cannabis Act
According to the Mississippi 
Department of Revenue, agents 
executed multiple warrants in Oxford 
stemming from an investigation con-
cerning violations of the Mississippi 
Medical Cannabis Act.

How Sweet Is the Milky 
Way? University of Mis-
sissippi Astrochemist Is 
Helping Find Out
In re-creating complex molecule, 
researchers unlock building block of 
life on Earth.

Love of Visual, Literary 
Art Combine at Greenfield 
Farm Invitational
Mississippi Lab hosts second 
annual Plein Air Invitational 
painting competition.

Ole Miss Alumni Associa-
tion Names Distinguished 
Alumni for 2024
University of Mississippi Alumni 
Hall of Fame inductees for 2024 are: 
Robert R. “Bobby” Bailess (BBA 
73, JD 76), of Vicksburg; David 
Ward Kellum (BA 80), of Water 
Valley; John Maxwell (BA 66, MA 
68), of Jackson; Suzan Brown 
Thames (BA 68), of Ridgeland; 
and William G. Yates III (BBA 93), 
of Biloxi.

Time to “Let Go” and 
Share Milly West Art Col-
lection Sale
Where: Milly West Tres Puertas Home 
Gallery at 212 Bramlett Blvd., Oxford. 
When: October 4th and 5th (Friday 
and Saturday); 10 am–6 pm each day. 
More info at TheLocalVoice.net.

Oxford High School Seniors 
Create Charger Champions 
Program For English Learner 
Students

City of Oxford, Mississippi 
Board of Aldermen Meeting 
Agenda – Tuesday, October 
1, 2024

University of Mississippi 
Mathematics Group Earns 
National Award During Inau-
gural Year

University of Mississippi 
Mathematics Group Earns 
National Award During  
Inaugural Year

More on TheLocalVoice.net 

Scan our QR code for 
quick access to 

TheLocalVoice.net
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by Jimmy Reed
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