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The Old Henry, live music venue, bar, and restaurant 
located on the corner of Jackson Avenue and 10th Street, 
is certainly one of the most unique 
spots in downtown Oxford.

Besides the location’s storied past, having once been the 
famous J.R. Cofield’s Studio, where notable Faulkner 
portraits were taken, along with the upstairs (now Raf-
ter’s Music & Food) formerly being the notorious and 
colorful Henry Hotel, The Old Henry is one of only two 
dueling piano bars in the entire mid-South. The other is 
Silky O’Sullivan’s on Beale Street in Memphis.

Formerly The Annex, and then the very short-lived 
Mad Hatter, The Old Henry still maintains the same sort 
of “Alice in Wonderland, pub-themed vibe,” that many 
patrons enjoyed about the Mad Hatter, said General Man-
ager Blake Dougherty.

While rebranding to The Old Henry, Dougherty said 
“The new owners wanted to go in a similar direction,” 
and still maintain the elevated food and drink offerings, 
as well as its persona as the area’s only dueling piano bar 
(since the closing of Frank & Marlee’s).

“It was identified as something that doesn’t exist in 
Oxford,” said Dougherty. “The concept is to have a live 
piano show every Friday and Saturday, and we’ve seen a 
lot of success with that. We have some talented piano 
players get up there every weekend.” Shows also have 
free admission.

Dougherty remarked that the term “dueling pianos” 
can be a little misleading, because for the most part, the 
musicians play off of each other as a team.

“It’s interesting to see, because the chemistry of the 
players changes as they rotate,” he said.

One of the mainstays since dueling pianos began early 
in 2024, is Oxford musician Daniel Roebuck, a.k.a. 
“Doc Sinclair.” Roebuck is one of five talented players 
who regularly perform on Fridays and Saturdays, from 8 
pm to midnight. 

Although he has been playing piano and singing at local 
venues for several years—and also playing and teaching 
trumpet professionally—Roebuck was completely new to 

dueling pianos, and quickly became drawn in by 
its appeal.

“It’s not like just listening to one person play the piano,” 
said Roebuck. “It’s a very live, interactive, crowd-oriented 
show—which I love.”

Although he was new to it all, he jumped in with both 
feet and began reading online forums, trying to draw 
from the experiences of other dueling pianists. Also, 
being a lover of comedy and stand-up comedians, Roe-
buck began thinking of more ways to incorporate come-
dic timing into his set.

“I studied how they structure bits, and how they engage 
a crowd,” he said.

He also learned the common-sense importance of 
knowing his audience. “If you have a bunch of older 
folks, you may play some 70s or 80s rock, and when you 
have a younger crowd you’re looking more towards the 
90s and 2000s,” said Roebuck. He described dueling pia-
nos as “Less creative in the musicality, but more creative 
in the showmanship aspect of it.”

Sports Bar Sandwiches
Hot Dogs

Happy Hour
Brunch

Late Nite Food

The Old Henry Brings 
Something Unique to Oxford

Oxford’s only dueling piano destination 
features live music every weekend

by Davis Coen

The Old Henry ...continued on page 15
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THURSDAY 11.21.2024
►The Old Henry: LIVE BAND (7:30–10:30 pm)
►The Powerhouse: Thacker Mountain Radio Season Finale 

featuring author WILLY VLAUTIN for The Horse, music guests 
CHARLIE MUSSELWHITE, EPIC FUNK BRASS BAND  
(doors 5:30; show 6 pm)

►Rooster’s: KARAOKE (9:30 pm)
Ford Center: University of Mississippi WIND ENSEMBLE (7:30 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Check-it-Out Adult Book Club  

(11 am & 5:30 pm)
The Lyric: CODE PINK: Frost Bite (LGBTQIA+ dance night, drag show; 9 pm)
The Pavilion (University): OLE MISS MEN’S BASKETBALL  

vs ORAL ROBERTS (7 pm)
T.I.N. (Water Valley): Comedy Night featuring DUELL F. ALDRIDGE (8 pm)
Walgreens: Let’s Discuss Medicare! info session (10 am–4 pm)
The Z Bed & Breakfast: YPO Happy Hour (5–7 pm)

FRIDAY 11.22.2024
►Booth’s BBQ: Late-night LINE DANCING (10 pm–1 am)
►The Library: THE SMOKE
►The Old Henry: DUELING PIANOS (8 pm–midnight)
►The Powerhouse: ANUBIS IMPROV presents  

LEVEL UP: Improv Level 3 Showcase (7 pm)
►Proud Larry’s: JESSE RAY LIPE MEMORIAL CONCERT (7 pm)
►Rafters: DJ DRUMM
►Rooster’s: LIVE MUSIC TBA (9:30 pm)
Ford Center: Side-By-Side LOU SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA (7:30 pm)
Gillom Athletics Center (University): OLE MISS VOLLEYBALL  

vs MISSOURI (6:30 pm)

SATURDAY 11.23.2024
OLE MISS @ FLORIDA (11 am)
►The Library: Free BBQ and Beer during the Ole Miss vs. Florida 

football game;  BUFF CITY BANDITS (9 pm)
►The Old Henry: DUELING PIANOS (8 pm–midnight)
►Rafters: DJ DRUMM
►Rooster’s: PINK SHEETS (9:30 pm)
►Square Books, Jr.: STORYTIME TAKEOVER with  

WILLIAM JOYCE for Rocket Puppies (10 am)
mTrade Park: HOLLY JOLLY HOLIDAYS begins; Visit with Santa (2–6 pm)
Proud Larry’s: THE NECKBONES

SUNDAY 11.24.2024
►Funkys: NFL SUNDAY TICKET
►The Old Henry: LIVE MUSIC @ BRUNCH (11 am–3 pm)
Foxfire Ranch (Waterford): Sunday Blues Series  CEDRIC BURNSIDE (5 pm)

MONDAY 11.25.2024
►Rooster’s: DJ WADE (9:30 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Pokemon Playdate (3–4 pm); 

Family Storytime (5:30 pm)
Hometown Pizza (Water Valley): BINGO NIGHT (6:30 pm)

TUESDAY 11.26.2024
Runoff Election Day (Polls are open from 7 am to 7 pm)
►Booth’s BBQ: Late-night LINE DANCING (9 pm–midnight)
►Moe’s: TRIVIA (7 pm)
►Old Armory Pavilion: Oxford Community Market (3–6:30 pm)
►Rooster’s: OPEN MIC (9:30 pm)
70 F.D. Buddy East Pkwy.: MOBILE FOOD PANTRY (8 am)
Hometown Pizza (Water Valley): TUESDAY TRIVIA (6:30 pm)

WEDNESDAY 11.27.2024
►Circle & Square Brewing: TRIVIA (7 pm)
►Funkys: LADIES NIGHT
►Moe’s Penny Bar: COMEDY OPEN MIC (9 pm)
►Rooster’s: KARAOKE (9:30 pm)
►Square Books, Jr.: STORYTIME (10 am)
Campus Wines: Wine Tasting (5–7 pm)

THURSDAY 11.28.2024  
Thanksgiving Day

►Funkys: OPEN at 2:30 pm, sports on all day
►The Library: OPEN at 11 am with FREE Thanksgiving lunch & 

sports on all day
South Campus Rail Trail: 9th ANNUAL TURKEY TROT - Thanksgiving Run/

Walk (8:30 am)
Walgreens: Let’s Discuss Medicare! info session (10 am–4 pm)

FRIDAY 11.29.2024
Vaught-Hemingway Stadium:  

OLE MISS vs. MISSISSIPPI STATE (2:30 pm)
►Booth’s BBQ: Late-night LINE DANCING (10 pm–1 am)
►Funkys: OLDIES NIGHT
►The Library: LIVE MUSIC TBA
►The Old Henry: DUELING PIANOS (8 pm–midnight)
►Rafters: DJ DRUMM
►Rooster’s: LIVE MUSIC TBA (9:30 pm)
►Proud Larry’s: NEON JUNKIES

SATURDAY 11.30.2024
►The Library: Live Music TBA
►Off Square Books: JEFF ROBERSON for The Egg Bowl (11 am)
►The Old Henry: DUELING PIANOS (8 pm–midnight)
►The Powerhouse: HOLIDAY PUNK FLEA MARKET w/ performances 

by RYAN KIDD, T.W.U.R.T., LITTLE BABY TENDENCIES, VIVICA 
VANITY, and more (1–7 pm; free; all ages)

►Rafters: DJ DRUMM
►Rooster’s: LIVE MUSIC TBA (9:30 pm)
►Square Books, Jr.: STORYTIME (10 am)
Chicory Market: Small Business Saturday Artist Market (10 am–2 pm)
mTrade Park: Santa at Holly Jolly Holidays (2–6 pm)
The Pavilion (University): OLE MISS WOMEN’S BASKETBALL vs ALABAMA 

STATE (2 pm)
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MONDAY 12.02.2024 
Oxford Christmas Parade (6:30 pm)
►Rooster’s: DJ WADE (9:30 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Pokemon Playdate (3–4 pm) 
Hometown Pizza (Water Valley): BINGO NIGHT (6:30 pm)

TUESDAY 12.03.2024 
►Booth’s BBQ: Late-night LINE DANCING (9 pm–midnight)
►Moe’s: TRIVIA (7 pm)
►Old Armory Pavilion: Oxford Community Market (3–6:30 pm)
►Rooster’s: OPEN MIC (9:30 pm)
Hometown Pizza (Water Valley): TUESDAY TRIVIA (6:30 pm)
Nutt Auditorium (University): UM Faculty Recital -  

JOS MILTON & AMANDA JOHNSON (7:30 pm)
Proud Larry’s: GOOD LOOKS (free)

WEDNESDAY 12.04.2024
►Circle & Square Brewing: TRIVIA (7 pm)
►Funkys: LADIES NIGHT
►Moe’s Penny Bar: COMEDY OPEN MIC (9 pm)
►Rooster’s: KARAOKE (9:30 pm)
►Square Books, Jr.: STORYTIME (10 am) 
Campus Wines: Wine Tasting (5–7 pm)
Isom Place: OXFORD CHRISTMAS GALLERIA (2–8 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: OPEN MIC NIGHT (5:30 pm)
T.I.N. (Water Valley): Outside the LInes Music Series 

featuring ADMIRAL RADIO (7 pm)

Coming Up...

THURSDAY 12.05.2024
►The Powerhouse: Holiday Art Market (11 am–7 pm);  

Theatre Oxford presents PEPPERMINT BEAR & THE TWO-
HEADED DRAGON (milk & cookies reception 5 pm; show 6 pm)

Ford Center: A CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS LIVE (6 pm)
Proud Larry’s: JOHN JOJO HERMAN

FRIDAY 12.06.2024
►The Powerhouse: Holiday Art Market (9 am–7 pm);  

Theatre Oxford presents PEPPERMINT BEAR & THE TWO-
HEADED DRAGON (6 pm)

The Lyric: HAPPY LANDING, PRENTISS
Proud Larry’s: TACKY TOWNIE CHRISTMAS

SATURDAY 12.07.2024
►Doors of Hope Holiday House Tour 2024 (10 am–3 pm)
►The Powerhouse: Holiday Art Market (9 am–7 pm);  

Theatre Oxford presents PEPPERMINT BEAR & THE TWO-
HEADED DRAGON (2 pm & 6 pm)

Chicory Market: Parent + Child Cookie Decorating Class (4:30 pm) 
Ford Center: Story Time with Mrs. Claus (10:30 am); University of 

Mississippi Holiday Concert (7:30 pm)
Nutt Auditorium (University): OXFORD STRING PROJECT & YOUTH 

SYMPHONY CONCERT (2 pm)
The Pavilion (University): OLE MISS MEN’S BASKETBALL vs. LINDENWOOD
Southside Gallery: Thacker Mountain Radio Holiday Party (6–8:30 pm)  
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ACROSS
1 Clutch
6 Modern messages
11 “Queen of Soul” 
Franklin
12 Used a modern car 
service
14 Irish singer 
O’Connor
15 More promising
16 “-- Mine” (Beatles 
song)
17 “Zorba the Greek” 
star
19 Hit CBS series
20 Morning droplets
22 Pump up the 
volume
23 Bit of dust
24 Road curves
26 Test monitor
28 Wardrobe 
malfunction
30 Sharing word
31 Driving instructor?
35 Flavor
39 “Les Etats- --”
40 Hosp. areas
42 Earth sci.
43 Astern
44 “Star Trek” doctor

46 Computer 
acronym
47 Band aide
49 Fly
51 Blood givers
52 Evening 
prayer
53 Newbies
54 Perfume 
compound

DOWN
1 Tony winner 
Tammy
2 Extends, as a 
lease
3 Devoured
4 Cager O’Neal, 
for short
5 City near 
Venice
6 Start playing 
for pay
7 Black, in verse
8 Ballot marks
9 Lingerie fabric
10 Handles
11 Stage comment
13 Less damp
18 Little rascal
21 Feudal farmers

23 Jazz singer Carmen
25 Use a straw
27 Ump’s call
29 Method
31 Sentry
32 Walking
33 Lengthy list
34 Tolkien creature
36 Abrasion
37 Horn blower

38 Gantry of fiction
41 Italian wine
44 Surrealist Joan
45 Saint Laurent of 
fashion
48 “Le Coq --”
50Follower (Suff.)

Here are some games to play, in your free time,
to keep your mind sharp, and focused.
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The Local Voice 
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JOHN MCGEE
		  at Booth’s BBQ

Hometown: Memphis, Tenn., and 
I’ve lived in 30A, Florida. on and 
off for the past five years

Zodiac sign: Scorpio
Are you a student? Yes, I graduate 

in the spring of 2025 as an IMC 
major

What are your specialties? I love 
doing Old Fashioneds, Paper 
Planes, and especially my Espresso 
Martinis

What is your most essential bar 
tool? Boston shakers for sure, 
because they are the most essential 
tool for creating a classic cocktail

Most craved mid-shift snack: Parm 
Crisps with our barbeque sauce on 
top and our Peach Cobbler 

Who is the most famous customer 
you’ve served? Thomas Rhett—I 
gave him a six pack when he moved 
into his place in Florida

What’s on your favorite play-
list right now? Right now I’m 

listening to a lot of old school 
songs that are remixed such as Fly 
by Quavo and Lenny Kravitz

What’s the best movie you’ve seen 
lately? Hunger Games, my room-
mates made me obsessed, and Kat-
niss has become my spirit animal

What is your favorite sport & 
team? Ole Miss Football. I know 
that’s a generic answer, but I grew 
up as a fan. My dad came here and 
made me a fan as well.

What is your favorite bar in the 
world? Shades, which is a popu-
lar, more upscale sports bar down 
in 30A. I have so many memories 
with my “chosen family” there and 
with my coworkers there after my 
other bartending job.

Tell us about your most memora-
ble night in Oxford: My sopho-
more year after Friday exams in the 
fall, me and my roommates went 
out and had the best time at Roost-
er’s and had no worries of school.

What’s the best artist you’ve ever 
seen in Oxford? Lauren Wat-
kins, I’ve always loved her, she 
performed a set at Proud Larry’s 

and sang a song with Hardy in the 
Vaught

What do you like best about liv-
ing in Oxford? Growing up in the 
Memphis area I’m used to bigger 
cities, but Oxford carries a small-
town vibe with family-owned busi-
nesses but also plenty of the ameni-
ties of a larger city as well.

Who is your all-time favorite 
Rebel? Matt Coral, he brought 
our Ole Miss football team back 
to our standard.

Where’s your favorite place to go 
on a road trip? 30A, I’ve been for-
tunate to have a house down there 
and it never gets old.

If you could have a drink with 
someone, who would it be? And 
what would you be pouring? 
Country Music Star, Hardy, and I 
would pour up some shots of Four 
Roses and have a case of Busch 
Light for us to share

Where do you hope to be in 10 
years? I would love to be a liquor 
representative or work for Red Bull 
in sales of some kind. 

CinnaBourbon Old Fashioned 
at Booth’s BBQ

What  inspired this drink? I just wanted 
to make something very fall inspired and 
when I think of fall in a sense of food and 
drink, I think of Bourbon, brown sugar, 
and cinnamon. It is our featured cocktail 
for the fall.

What does the drink consist of? Texas 
blended whiskey, a house made brown 
sugar cinnamon simple syrup, and orange 
bitters 

Drink of the Month

Call for Submissions:Call for Submissions:
•	•	Short stories, essays, opinions, poetry,  Short stories, essays, opinions, poetry,  

lyrics, non-fictionlyrics, non-fiction
•	•	Up to 1200 wordsUp to 1200 words
•	•	email to nature@thelocalvoice.netemail to nature@thelocalvoice.net
•	•	Submissions end Friday, December 6Submissions end Friday, December 6

Local Voice Winter Reading IssueLocal Voice Winter Reading Issue

2200 South Lamar Blvd.



Are you looking for a magical way to start the 
holiday season? Theatre Oxford has just what 
you need. Elves! Santa! Dragons! … and of 
course the Peppermint Bear!

The elves at the North Pole are preparing for 
the holidays and it appears that a two-headed 
dragon has awoken from his 100-year slumber! 
He also eats elves! Can the elves, Peppermint 
Bear, and Santa change the heart of the dragon? 
Come see this hilarious, family-friendly show 
written by Michael Snider and Kurt Misar, 
that Theatre Oxford will bring to the stage 
December 5–7, 2024.
Theatre Oxford will present its annual holiday 
production with a thrilling performance by their 
own Elves Youth Ensemble, continuing its tra-
dition with a third episode of the 
Peppermint Bear.

The shows will take place at 6 pm on Thurs-
day, December 5 through Saturday, December 7, 
with an additional 2 pm performance on Satur-
day. Photo opportunities with Santa, Peppermint 
Bear, and the Elves will follow each performance.

Come early and shop the Holiday Art Mar-
ket in the Powerhouse Gallery before the 
show! Join YAC and Theatre Oxford for a milk 
and cookies reception on Thursday at 5 pm.

Tickets for the performances will be $5 for 
children 12 and under, $10 for Theatre Oxford 
members, $12 for students and seniors, $15 for 
non-members and $25 for a family ticket, includ-
ing two adults and two children. Tickets will be 
sold online, closing two hours prior to show 
time. Tickets will be sold at the door if available.

All productions will take place at The Power-
house located at 413 South 14th Street in 
Oxford. 

For more info, visit theatreoxford.org. 

Theatre Oxford Brings  
“Peppermint Bear & The Two-Headed 
Dragon” to The Powerhouse Dec. 5–7
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•	In 1674, the Women’s Petition 
Against Coffee claimed the bev-
erage was turning British men 
into “useless corpse[s]” and 
proposed a ban on it for anyone 
under the age of 60.

•	Eugene V. Debs ran for president 
in 1920 while serving a prison 
sentence in Atlanta Federal Pen-
itentiary for his protests against 
World War I. He still captured 
nearly 1 million votes.

•	The plot of The Nightmare Before 
Christmas was partly inspired by 
the collision of holiday store dec-
orations.

•	Cotton candy was invented in 
1895 by candy maker John C. 
Wharton and dentist William 
Morrison, who called it “fairy 
floss” and sold thousands of serv-
ings at the St. Louis World’s Fair 
in 1904. It was renamed “cotton 
candy” in the 1920s by Josef Las-
caux -- another dentist -- who sold 
the saccharine confection to his 
patients. Hmmm, sounds a little 
bit suspicious to us.

•	In a study by the Smell and Taste 
Treatment Research Founda-
tion, the scent women found 
most arousing was Good & Plenty 
candy mixed with cucumber.

•	Arachibutyrophobia is the fear of 
peanut butter getting stuck to the 
roof of your mouth.

•	Lancaster, Pennsylvania, was 
the U.S. capital for the shortest 
period of time, a mere day, on 
September 27, 1777.

•	Aretha Franklin’s voice was 
declared a “natural resource” of 
the state of Michigan.

•	In 1967, supermodel Twiggy 
became the first celebrity to be 
immortalized as a Barbie doll. 
Other celebrity Barbies have 
included Cher, Elizabeth Taylor, 
Elvis, and Priscilla Presley, and 
Nicki Minaj.

•	A face with big eyes, a small nose 
and a small chin exhibits kinder-
schema: the collection of traits 
humans have evolved to find 
adorable

Thought for the Day: “Life is a great 
big canvas, and you should throw all 
the paint on it you can.” 

– Danny Kaye
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Local Headlines

University of Missis-
sippi Alumnus, Soldier 
Reunites with Family 
During Georgia Game
Veteran and Military Services 
honors military spouse, family
For eight months, Tierra Hall has car-
ried the burdens of a family while her 
husband trained Ukrainian soldiers 
in Europe. For eight months, she 
handled every doctor’s appointment, 
changed every diaper and chased 
away every nightmare. On Saturday, 
November 9, 2024, in a crowded 
Vaught-Hemingway Stadium full of 
roaring Rebel fans, she saw her hus-
band for the first time in nearly a year.

University of Missis-
sippi Researchers Test 
New Cancer Drug Deliv-
ery Method to Boost 
Efficacy
Researchers find sugar-like 
nanoparticle covering reduces 
immune response to treatments
A spoonful of sugar might actually 
help the medicine go down, accord-
ing to recent research from the Uni-
versity of Mississippi. And it could 
reduce the harmful side effects of 
cancer treatment.

Holiday House Tour to 
Benefit Doors of Hope 
Transition Ministries
December brings return of popu-
lar fundraiser
Oxford’s most popular holiday 
fundraiser, the Doors of Hope Hol-
iday House Tour, returns Saturday, 
December 7, 2024 with a peek into 
one of Oxford’s loveliest neighbor-
hoods. This year’s tour features six 
beautiful homes in the Cullen Road/
Eagle Springs Road neighborhood 
decorated for the holidays.

Visit Oxford MS Unveils 
Full Programming for 
Holly Jolly Holidays
The Holly Jolly Holidays have arrived, 
and Visit Oxford MS has unveiled the 
full lineup for its fifth annual celebra-
tion, offering even more festive ways 
to enjoy the season. Taking place 
November 23 through January 5 at 
the new location of mTrade Park

Mark Your Calendars for 
the Oxford Christmas 
Galleria Art Festival 
2024
The Oxford Christmas Galleria Art 
Show will be held December 4, 2024, 
at the historic Isom Place from 2–8 
pm in Oxford, Mississippi.

Despite Federal Warn-
ings, Kratom Still Read-
ily Available Across 
United States
University of Mississippi, North 
Texas researchers find kratom 
available at 72% of tobacco spe-
cialty stores
Nearly three-fourths of tobacco and 
vape stores in the United States sell an 
addictive, dangerous substance with 
connections to liver toxicity, seizures 
and death, according to a new study 
from the University of Mississippi.

Lafayette County Judge 
Declares Ole Miss Stu-
dent Jimmie ‘Jay’ Lee is 
Dead
The order said Lee “has undergone a 
catastrophic event that exposed him 
to imminent peril or danger reason-
ably expected to result in the loss of 
life.” It continues that Lee’s disap-
pearance “can not be satisfactorily 
explained” after a “diligent search” 
by law enforcement and family.

Two Sides to Wonder 
Drugs: What to Ask 
About Antibiotic 
Prescriptions
What happens in the dentist’s office in 
Hinds County today or with a doctor 
from Lafayette County next week can 
have a long-term impact in Missis-
sippi, and it can affect your health in 
ways you might not guess.

More Headlines
Mississippi Small Business 
Development Center Launches 
Cyber Training Program 
Scholarship Marks Milestone 
for World War II Veteran
Ole Miss Landscaping Honored 
by Professional Grounds Man-
agement Society
Family Friends Fuel Support 
for Accountancy, Business 
Students
News You Can Use: How to 
Detect Deceptions

Local Crime:
Lafayette County Man Arrested for 
Sex Offender Registration Failure
Lafayette County Man Arrested for 
False Pretenses, Exploitation of a 
Vulnerable Adult After Making Fraud-
ulent Cash App Transactions
Tallahatchie County Man Arrested for 
Statutory Rape in Oxford, Mississippi
Oxford Man Arrested After False 
Charges Appear on Apartment Com-
plex Invoice
Two Thaxton Men Arrested for Steal-
ing $6,595 Out of Lafayette County 
Victim’s Bank Account 

Read more on 
TheLocalVoice.net 

Scan our QR code for 
quick access to 

TheLocalVoice.net
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Answers: 1. Heart of the Ocean. 2. Tunisia. 
3. Fox Mulder and Dana Scully. 4. O. Henry. 
5. 1945. 6. Nicotine. 7. Benjamin Harrison.
8. Lithium. 9. Minotaur. 10. A special bread 
in Jewish cuisine. 

1. MOVIES: What is the name of the 
necklace that Rose throws into the sea 
at the end of “Titanic”?

2. GEOGRAPHY: Where was the ancient 
city of Carthage located?

3. TELEVISION: What are the names of 
the FBI agents on “The X-Files”?

4. LITERATURE: Who wrote the short 
story “The Gift of the Magi”?

5. HISTORY: When was the United 
Nations organization created?

6. SCIENCE: What is the addictive 
substance in tobacco?

7. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president 
signed into law the Sherman Antitrust 
Act?

8. CHEMISTRY: What is the lightest of 
metallic elements?

9. MYTHOLOGY: What is the name of 
the half-man, half-bull creature that 
inhabits the Labyrinth?

10. FOOD & DRINK: What is challah?

ANSWERS BELOW
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“To love oneself is 
the beginning of a 
life-long romance”
 — Oscar Wilde
(October 16, 1854 – 
November 30, 1900)
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Platitude - a dull remark, 
especially if it’s said as if it were 
profound. The word “platitude” 
joined English from French, the 
first known record of it as “plati-
tude” was in 1812 and it had 
the same meaning then. It was 
a combination of the French plat 
meaning flat (as in plateau) 
and was coined to form an anal-
ogy of the word “latitude,” which 
really extended the “flatness” of 
the word. The “plat” in platypus, 
is the same “plat” and is a cor-
ruption of “platypous,” where 
the “pous” meant “footed”—
platypuses apparently have 
flat feet.**

(Interesting to note is that the platypus has ven-
omous, hollow bone spurs on its hind legs. Because 
of the bone spurs they were deferred from military 
service, most notably in the Vietnam War.)

Well. Here we are, with a new old President-elect 
after a contentious race fueled largely by falsehoods 
and fear that led to the division of many friends 
and families. Projected political policies have many 
in serious doubt about the panacea of the plati-
tude that “every thing’s gonna be alright.” Why? 
Because every little thing’s not gonna be alright 
unless we return to striving for the common good 
as found in the Pledge of Allegiance, “with liberty 
and justice for all” and as Abraham Lincoln said, 
“With malice toward none; with charity for all.”

The looming menace of a potentially dystopian 
demagoguery paves the way for a plethora of injus-
tices like a China-esque policy of limiting the size of 
families (formerly from one child, now three). Far-
fetched you say? Since the Supreme Court struck 
down Roe v. Wade, women and their health care 
providers have lived under the specter of impris-
onment for abortions, even when the life of the 
mother is in danger. That’s not birth control. It’s 
controlled birth.

Transgender people and other minorities can 
expect limited rights and more unbridled prejudi-
cial treatment. The wealthy elite can expect lower 
taxes while the working class and poor can expect 
just the opposite. Legal immigrants can expect to 
continue to be demonized in a nation founded by 
immigrants. Climate change could be essentially 
ignored. The Department of Education may be 
gutted or done away with. Those who disagree 
with the coming administration may have to look 
over their shoulders for fear of reprisals. States 
that did not go red may be deprived of federal 
disaster assistance.

All these possibilities and 
more could come to pass. 
Most of them would not 
only negatively impact those 
on the left but would also 
bleed over to the right. Add 
to that those the President-
elect’s nominations of totally 
unqualified individuals for 
major roles in his adminis-

tration, which only compounds 
the concern over the potential 
demise of our governmental 
infrastructure. The good ol’ 

USA has stepped onto a 
slippery slope. How do 
we keep from falling off 

the edge?
Effective solu- tions will require more statecraft 

(the art of conducting government affairs) and less 
partisanship. In my lifetime I have seen the severe 
decline of such diplomacy and wisdom. As we have 
become more and more polarized, crossing the leg-
islative aisle is close to extinction. Is it realistic to be 
optimistic—even cautiously?

In her concession speech Vice President Kamala 
(COMMA-la, not ca-MALA) Harris rightly said 
that we must accept the outcome of the election, 
unlike 2020 election deniers, but to continue “the 
fight that fueled this campaign.” It is not a fight for 
domination, but rather for the common good, yea, 
the survival of our cherished democracy.

The Divided States of America could again 
become united. We the people must seize the day, 
much as the Civil Rights activists and Vietnam war 
opposers did in the 1960s and 70s, fighting for true 
justice and true freedom for all.

People cannot be free unless they are willing to sac-
rifice some of their interests to guarantee the free-
dom of others. The price of democracy is the ongoing 
pursuit of the common good by all of the people. 
(Saul Alinsky)

It is difficult for the common good to prevail against 
the intense concentration of those who have a special 
interest, especially if the decisions are made behind 
locked doors. (Jimmy Carter)
…and that’s the View from The Balcony.

Randy Weeks is a Licensed Professional Counselor, 
Board Certified Telemental Health Provider, Certified 
Shamanic Life Coach, ordained minister, singer-song-
writer, actor, and writer.
*A tip of the hat to the late, great Bob Marley
**TreeThinker: https://etymologyotd.wordpress.
com/, November 6, 2018.  
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“Halloween and 
Thanksgiving at 

Bramlett Elementary”
Bramlett Elementary is remembered by most 

for the many events and programs the teach-
ers and moms worked so hard to put on for 
us. Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Christmas 
events carried fall into winter with decorations, 
plays, programs, and prizes, carnivals, cake-
walks, and much fanfare. 

Mrs. Tucker’s Mother Goose Halloween.  
I am the Cofield chef at top right. Dad took the 
picture.  

Every Little Thing’s Gonna 
Be Alright.* Really?

(A Call for the Common Good)

Local Voices: The View From The Balcony by Randy Weeks



Ajax Diner
118 Courthouse Square 
Mon–Sat: 11 am–9 pm
Bar open Fri & Sat w/ late 

night menu 9 pm–1 am

Big Bad Breakfast
719 N Lamar Blvd 
Mon, Wed–Fri: 7 am–1 pm
Sat–Sun: 8 am–2:30 pm
Closed Tue
Early Bird Special:  

Wed & Thur 7–9 am: 10% off

Booth’s Barbeque
2200 South Lamar Blvd.
Tue: 2-for-1 wells (9 pm–12)
Fri: 2-for-1 wells
Sun: 1/2-price Bloody Marys & 

Mimosas
Wed–Thu: 11 am–8 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–10 pm
Sun: 11 am–8 pm
Delivery: Take A Break

Bouré
110 Courthouse Square 
Mon–Thu: 11 am–10 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–10:30 pm
Bar: Mon–Wed 4 pm–midnight; 

Thu–Fri 4 pm–1 am;  
Sat noon–1 am

Delivery: Take A Break

City Grocery
152 Courthouse Square 
Mon–Sat: 
Lunch: 11:30 am–2:30 pm; 
Dinner 6–10 pm; 
Fri & Sat till 10:30 pm
City Grocery Bar
Mon–Sat: 4 pm–till
Happy Hour 4–6 pm: 

M–F $1 off wells & domestics

Circle & Square
100 Depot Street
Tap Room Hours: 

Mon-Wed: 7 am–9 pm 
Thu-Sat: 7 am–10 pm 
Sun: 9 am–7 pm

Kitchen Hours: 
Mon-Tue: 11 am–7:30 pm 
Wed-Sat: 7 am–7:30 pm 
Sun:  9 am–6:30 pm

WED: TRIVIA 7 pm

Funkys
1012 E Jackson Ave
Mon–Thu: 2 pm–1 am 
Fri: noon–1 am; Sat: 11 am–1 am
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Mon: $5 Octanes 
Tue: $5 Grape Gatorade
Wed: LADIES’ NIGHT:  

$5 Skinny Bitches
Thur: $4 domestics
Delivery: Take A Break

The Library
120 South 11th Street
Mon–Fri: 3 pm–1 am
Sat: 11 am–1 am
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Happy Hour 3–7 pm
Mon–Fri $1 off all drinks

The Old Henry
1002 East Jackson Ave 
Wed–Fri: 5 pm–1 am
Sat: noon–1 am
Brunch Sun: 11 am–3 pm;  

bar open later. Live music 
11:30–2:30

Happy Hour 6–8 pm Thu:  
1/2-priced cocktails & wine

Moe’s BBQ
311 S Lamar Blvd
Mon–Sun: 11 am–10 pm 
Penny Bar open 3 pm
Happy Hour 3–6 pm:  
Mon–Fri 1/2-price apps,  

2-for-1 wells, wines & domestics
Mon: $2 domestics + $1 PBR,
Tue: TRIVIA + $25 High Noon 

buckets
Wed: COMEDY OPEN MIC
Thu: BINGO + $5 Bushwhackers
Delivery: Take A Break

OPA!
306 S Lamar Blvd 
Tue–Thu+Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–10 pm
$15 Lunch: 11 am–4 pm: 

Tue–Fri: pita wrap, fries + drink
Happy Hour 3–7 pm Tue–Thu:
$1 off wells, house wine, & beer
Tues & Thurs: 2-for-1 Lemonadas 
Wed: 1/2-off house wines & 

Martinis; Fri: $5 Margaritas
Delivery: Take A Break

Oxford 
Grillehouse

114 Courthouse Square
Tue–Wed, Sun: 4:30–9 pm
Thu–Sat: 4:30–10 pm

Southern Coop
New Location: 705 Sisk Ave.
Mon–Sat: 11 am–9 pm
Delivery: Take A Break

Tallahatchie 
Gourmet

1221 Van Buren Ave 
Mon–Wed: 11 am–2:30 pm
Brunch Sat & Sun 11:30 am–3 pm

Rafters on the Square
1006 E Jackson Ave 
Sun–Mon: CLOSED
Wed–Fri: 5 pm–1 am
Sat: noon–1 am
Fri & Sat: DJ DRUMM  

+ $2 White Claws 

Quack’s
122 Courthouse Square 
Mon: 4 pm–close; $1 off drafts
Tues: CLOSED; PRIVATE PARTIES
Wed–Thu: 4 pm–1 am
Fri: noon–1 am; Free Fry-day
Sat: 11 am–1 am;  

Brunch 11 am–3 pm
Sun: 11 am–9 pm;  

Brunch 11 am–3 pm;  
Mimosa deals & $8 Espresso 
Martinis; $1 off cocktails til 9 pm

Happy Hour: Wed All Day; 
Thu–Fri 4–6 pm: 2-for-1 
wells, $1 off all beer & seltzers

Rooster’s
114 Courthouse Square 
Mon–Sat: 3 pm–1 am, Sun till 9pm
Mon–Fri: $5 Domestics
Mon: $4 Pitchers + $1 Rooster Shot
Tue: 2-for-1s, Wed: $3 Vodka & 

Whiskey, Thu: LADIES NIGHT + 
$1 Lemon Drop + $3 Well Vodka

Sun: $1 Mimosa shots

Saint Leo
922 E Jackson Ave 
Tue–Sun: Lunch 11 am–3 pm
Bar & Pizza 3–5 pm
Dinner 5–10 pm
Brunch Sat & Sun: 

10:30 am–3 pm
Happy Hour 3–5 pm  

(Tue–Thu): $10 Pizzas, 
Bubbles + Fries, $6 Wine & 
Cocktails

Snackbar
721 N Lamar Blvd 
Tue–Thu: 4–10 pm
Fri–Sat: 4–10:30 pm
Happy Hour 4–6 pm: 
$2 domestics, $4 drafts,  

$6 select wines, $8 select 
classic cocktails, small plate & 
oyster specials

Mon: INDUSTRY NIGHT

SoLa
401 S Lamar Blvd 
Wed–Sat: 5–9 pm
Sun Brunch: 10:30 am–1:30 pm
Happy Hour 5–6 pm: $5 fresh 

Margaritas & Happy Hour Snacks
Wed: Spaghetti + $5 wine
Thu: Ramen & $5 Rosé

Uno Mas
1101 E Jackson Ave 
Mon–Sat: 11 am–10 pm
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
late night menu Thu–Sat
Happy Hour 3–6 pm: $3 tacos; 
$6 house Margaritas ($20 
pitchers); 2-for-1 domestics; 1/2-
off appetizers
Tues: HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY, 
Sat: $5 Frozens & $20 Frozen 

pitchers
Sun: Service Industry Sunday

Volta Taverna 
710 N Lamar Blvd 
Mon–Thu: 11 am–9 pm;
Fri–Sat: 11 am–9:30 pm;
Happy Hour 4–6 pm:
  $1 off all drinks 
1/2-price Margaritas & 

Mojitos every Mon, Thu & 
Sat 

© 2024 Rayburn Publishing, Oxford, Mississippi. 
All rights reserved. For inclusion call 662-832-3574
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EAT IN OXFORD
 DAILY LOCAL FOOD & DRINK OPTIONS

™

Kroger
PetSmart
Walgreens
Walmart Supercenter

Campus Wine & 
Spirits

Mimosa Bar! 
Smoke Studio
Honey Baked Ham
Smoothie King

Insomnia Cookies
Just Cake It!

IHOP
Waffle House

B’s Hickory Smoked 
BBQ

Moe’s Original BBQ
Booth’s Barbecue

Aloha Thai Hawaiian
Chidoriya Ramen & 

Poke
China Royal
H2O Oriental Cafe
Kabuki Sushi
The Noodle Bowl
Pho Bowl Vietnamese
Pokemoto
Rice & Spice
Toyo
Zaap Thai Kitchen

Opa!
The Blind Pig
Back 9
Maharaja
Boure
Greenline Salads
Proud Larry’s
Amore
Venice Kitchen
Walk On’s
Sizzler Steakhouse

Casa Mexicana
Chipotle
Costa Mexican
El Agave
El Charro
El Mariachi

La Perla
OK Maguey
South Depot
The Taco Shop

Arby’s
Burger King
Captain D’s
Chick-fil-A
Cookout
McDonald’s
Popeye’s
Taco Bell
Wendy’s
Zaxby’s

Firehouse Subs
Jimmy John’s
McAlister’s Deli

Newk’s Eatery
Oby’s

Buffalo Wild Wings 
Chicken Salad Chick
Connie’s Chicken
Guthrie’s Chicken
Ole Coop
Southern Coop
Wingstop

Bim Bam Burgers 
Checkers
Dairy Queen
Mugshots Grill
Beacon
Phillips Grocery
Oxford Burger Co.

Fergndan’s
Funkys Pizza & 

Daiquiris
Lost Pizza Co.
Marco’s Pizza
Papa John’s
Pizza Hut
Pizza Paradise
Pizza Shop

Oxford’s Local Delivery Service
Lowest Prices in Town! 

Food, Groceries, Alcohol, Pharmacies, and more
TakeABreakDeliveries.com

Scan code and start 
your delivery
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Also appealing to Roebuck is the improvisational 
part, which can involve joking with the crowd, giv-
ing toasts, as well as catering lyrics to the situation 
at hand, which can involve making the songs funny 
or, in some cases, bawdy or raunchy.

“That’s the creative side that I really like,” he said.
The unpredictability can have great appeal as 

well. “You never know what songs you’re gonna 
play,” said Roebuck. “Somebody could come up 
and ask for Merle Haggard, then the next request 
you get could be Frank Sinatra.”

For Roebuck there’s always more to learn, as he 
finds himself at Silky O’Sullivan’s every time he 
visits Memphis, as well as Pat O’Brien’s piano bar 
when in New Orleans.

“Even though I play it, I still enjoy going to do it. 
Maybe because it’s so new I’m not tired of it yet,” 
he joked. “But I don’t see myself becoming that.”

Another local pianist in the mix is Bill Perry, Jr. 
from Abbeville, Mississippi, who has been known 
for fusing jazz and hip-hop in his live performances 
since the 90s, and sometimes collaborates with his 
sister Shy Perry. Both are the children of legendary 
bluesman Bill “Howl-N-Madd” Perry.

Similar to Roebuck, Perry has been part of the 
new dueling pianos scene right from the get-go, 
but also plays with his trio at The Old Henry’s 
weekly Thursday jazz nights, which run from 7:30 
pm to 10:30 pm.

“It’s the first time in a while us piano players 
got a bar that’s beguiling to us, because up until 
recently it’s been about guitars,” said Perry.

He said that when it comes to acoustic, or one-
man shows, most local venues will lean towards 
guitarists, often because of space restrictions not 
allowing for large pianos.

“There wasn’t a venue around here that catered 
to that energy, and now we literally have a piano 
bar,” Perry said.

Much like Roebuck, Perry, who calls himself 
“a jazz guy,” has been on a learning curve since 
becoming part of the dueling pianos community, 
but feels he brings something different to the table.

He said that while some of the other players, 
which include Joe “Boogie” Simmons, Adam 
Levin a.k.a. “Adam Heart,” and Michael “Mac” 
McIntire, may be more skilled at the popular 
favorites, he will bring some lesser-known jazz, 
blues, funk, and soul to the table, but improvise 
the lyrics to suit the moment, and complement his 
fellow piano player.

One improvisation in particular Perry enjoys 
playing, he calls “Zulu King Gumbo,” which works 
off of an old New Orleans second line standard 
tune. 

“I read the room,” said Perry. Also, his goal is 
to continue developing his own style while still 
fulfilling the tastes of the audience.

He also remarked that while The Old Henry 
leans towards an older crowd, which tends to 
include parents of students, folks from out of town, 
and local townies, he’s noticed a growing interest 
for “organic” music from younger people.

“Been seeing more live bands around town, and 
the kids are going crazy about them. It’s not just 
about the DJ stuff anymore.”

The Old Henry is open Wednesdays through Fri-
days from 5 pm until, at noon Saturdays, and for 
brunch on Sundays from 11 am with live music. 

Davis Coen is a writer and musician in Oxford, Mississippi. 

The Old Henry continued from page 1

Local Restaurants

Daniel Roebuck and Bill Perry Jr. live on 
stage at The Old Henry in Oxford.
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by Jimmy Reed

THE LOCAL VOICE • OXFORD • OLE MISS • LAFAYETTE • NORTH MISSISSIPPI • TheLocalVoice.net  © 2024 Rayburn Publishing 19



THE LOCAL VOICE • OXFORD • OLE MISS • LAFAYETTE • NORTH MISSISSIPPI • TheLocalVoice.net  © 2024 Rayburn Publishing20



THE LOCAL VOICE • OXFORD • OLE MISS • LAFAYETTE • NORTH MISSISSIPPI • TheLocalVoice.net  © 2024 Rayburn Publishing 21



THE LOCAL VOICE™ #456 - ROUNDABOUT OXFORD® - OLE MISS - LAFAYETTE - MISSISSIPPI - FREE - READ AT MAXIMUM VOLUME™

The Oxford Grillehouse Balcony NOW HIRING
Head Mixologist, General Manager, Assistant Manager, Bar Manager

 Email inquiries and resumes to Reservations@TheGrillehouse.com
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